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Week Ending Friday, March 16, 1990 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Restoration of Lithuanian 
Independence 


March 11, 1990 


The United States has never recognized 
the forcible incorporation of the independ- 
ent states of Estonia, Latvia, or Lithuania 
into the U.S.S.R. We have consistently sup- 
ported the Baltic peoples’ inalienable right 
to peaceful self-determination. 

The new Parliament has declared its in- 
tention to restore Lithuanian independ- 
ence. The United States would urge the 
Soviet Government to respect the will of 
the citizens of Lithuania, as expressed 
through their freely elected representatives, 
and expects the Government of Lithuania 
to consider the rights of its minority popula- 
tion. 

The United States believes it is in the 
mutual interest of Lithuania, the Soviet 
Union, and all CSCE [Conference on Secu- 
rity and Cooperation in Europe] countries 
to resolve this issue peacefully. We call 
upon the Soviet Government to address its 
concerns and interests through immediate 
constructive negotiations with the Govern- 
ment of Lithuania. We hope that all parties 
will continue to avoid any initiation or en- 
couragement of violence. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With 
Former Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita of Japan 


March 12, 1990 


The President met for approximately 1 
hour with former Japanese Prime Minister 
and current LDP [Liberal Democratic 
Party] leader Noboru Takeshita. They dis- 
cussed the whole range of issues underpin- 
ning the overall U.S.-Japan relationship. The 
discussion focused on bilateral economic 
issues, the U.S.-Japan security arrangement, 


and the global partnership between the 
United States and Japan. Much of the dis- 
cussion concerned economic issues current- 
ly existing between the two countries and 
the fact that their solution will require ex- 
traordinary efforts on both sides of the Pa- 
cific. Mr. Takeshita indicated that the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister Kaifu has 
become increasingly aware of the urgency 
of the problems facing the two countries 
and that Mr. Kaifu has created a new team 
within the Office of the Prime Minister for 
coordinating solutions for the Structural Im- 
pediments Initiative (SII) talks. The two 
leaders also discussed the public pressures 
on both sides of the Pacific concerning the 
U.S.-Japan relationship and the necessity for 
leaders in both countries to reinvigorate the 
relationship. 


Nomination of Julian W. De La Rosa 
To Be Inspector General of the 
Department of Labor 


March 12, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Julian W. De La Rosa to 
be Inspector General of the Department of 
Labor in Washington, DC. He would suc- 
ceed James Brian Hyland. 

Currently Mr. De La Rosa serves as secre- 
tary to the board of police commissioners at 
the metropolitan police department in St. 
Louis, MO. Prior to this, he served in vari- 
ous capacities at the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, including Special Agent in 
Charge in St. Louis, MO; executive at the 
headquarters in Washington, DC, 1987- 
1988; Special Agent in Charge of the San 
Antonio Division, 1979-1986; supervisory 
position at the headquarters, 1972-1979; 
Special Agent, 1963-1972; and support em- 
ployee, 1959-1963. 

Mr. De La Rosa graduated from St. 
Mary’s University (B.A., 1963). He was born 
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September 12, 1939, in San Antonio, TX. 
Mr. De La Rosa is married and resides in 
San Antonio, TX. 


Appointment of Deborah Amend as 
Special Assistant to the President for 
Communications 


March 13, 1990 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Deborah Amend as Special 
Assistant to the President for Communica- 
tions. 

Since 1985 Ms. Amend has served in sev- 
eral capacities at the National Republican 
Congressional Committee in Washington, 
DC, including deputy campaign director, 
1989 to present; Midwest regional cam- 
paign director, 1986-1989; and incumbent 
field representative, 1985-1986. In addition 
she has served as press secretary for Con- 
gressman E. Clay Shaw, 1982-1985; deputy 
press secretary for Senator Bob Packwood, 
1980-1982; and on the national field staff 
for George Bush for President, 1979-1980. 

Ms. Amend graduated from the Universi- 
ty of Iowa (B.S., 1979). Currently, she re- 
sides in Alexandria, VA. 


Executive Order 12707—Termination 
of Emergency With Respect to 
Nicaragua 

March 13, 1990 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seg.), the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), 
chapter 12 of title 50 of the United States 
Code (50 U.S.C. 191 et seg.), and section 301 
of title 3 of the United States Code, 

I, George Bush, President of the United 
States of America, find that the February 
25, 1990, democratic election in Nicaragua 
has ended the unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States previously im- 
posed by the policies and actions of the San- 
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dinista government in that country, and the 
need to continue the national emergency 
declared in Executive Order No. 12513 of 
May 1, 1985, to deal with that threat. 

I hereby revoke Executive Order No. 
12513 and terminate the national emergen- 
cy declared in that order with respect to 
Nicaragua. 

Pursuant to section 202 of the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622), termina- 
tion of the national emergency with respect 
to Nicaragua shall not affect any action 
taken or proceeding pending and not finally 
concluded or determined at the effective 
date of this order, or any action or proceed- 
ing based on any act committed prior to the 
effective date of this order, or any rights or 
duties that matured or penalties that were 
incurred prior to the effective date of this 
order. 

This order shall take effect immediately. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 13, 1990. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:59 p.m., March 13, 1990] 


The President’s News Conference 
March 13, 1990 


Assistance for Nicaragua and Panama 


The President. We began this administra- 
tion by saying that the day of the dictator is 
over. And now restless millions have spoken 
and have elected, or prepare to elect, new 
governments—their governments. As long 
as we live, the images of this revolution, the 
Revolution of ’89, will always be with us: a 
playwright President in Prague, the tum- 
bling of the Berlin Wall, crumbling of a 
Romanian dictatorship. 

But this revolution leaves us with a new 
challenge: how to best support newborn de- 
mocracies. This challenge is utterly unlike 
the task of rebuilding Europe after the 
Second World War, for no single great plan 
will do. We need a flexible approach, one 
that will meet the needs of each country we 
seek to help. 
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Today I want to speak about how we can 
best help two democracies in our hemi- 
sphere: Panama and Nicaragua. We should 
take great pride in the way in which our 
leadership—Congress and the administra- 
tion—helped the democratic spirit take 
hold in these two countries, but this is no 
time to bask in self-praise. These nations 
need our help to heal deep wounds inflict- 
ed by years of strife and oppression, years 
of loss and deprivation. And we must act, 
and act soon, to help the peoples of these 
new democracies in two great and historic 
tasks: reconstruction and reconciliation. 

I’ve taken an important step today. As a 
demonstration of our resolve to be part of 
the process of reconciliation, I just signed 
an Executive order to end the economic 
embargo against Nicaragua. Americans are 
determined to help the people of Nicara- 
gua. 

And next I’m asking the Congress and the 
American people to join me in crafting a 
bipartisan agreement to help both coun- 
tries. After all, bipartisanship did work well 
last year to put the focus on free elections 
and end the fighting in Nicaragua. Biparti- 
sanship also helped bring an end to the tyr- 
anny in Panama. And we need to work 
again in that same spirit to put together an 
assistance program for both countries. 

I’m proposing the creation of a fund for 
democracy to assist in the reconstruction 
and development of these two countries. 
And I’m requesting the Congress to ap- 
prove by April 5th a package of assistance 
of $800 million for these two countries, 
using funds from the defense budget. This 
package consists of $500 million for 
Panama, already requested in that January 
25th proposal to Congress, along with $70 
million for refugees, and an additional $300 
million for Nicaragua. I’m asking the Secre- 
tary of State [James A. Baker III] and the 
Secretary of the Treasury [Nicholas F. 
Brady] to work together on the economic 
assistance aspects of these packages and, of 
course, to consult with the United States 
Congress. 

In addition, under existing authorities, I 
am initiating immediate action to provide 
$21 million of previously appropriated eco- 
nomic aid, principally for food and humani- 
tarian assistance. I also will be sending to 
the Congress in the future a budget amend- 


ment for an additional $200 million in fiscal 
91 for Nicaragua, consistent with the ap- 
proach that we’ve taken this year. 

Moreover, I’ve instructed the Secretary of 
Defense [Richard B. Cheney] and Dick 
Darman at OMB [Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget] to begin negotia- 
tions immediately with the Congress on 
mutually acceptable offsets from the de- 
fense budget that can be used for this de- 
mocracy fund without having an unaccept- 
able impact on national security. I further 
propose that in the event that an agree- 
ment on offsets cannot be reached by 
March 27th, the Congress authorize me to 
select offsets from the defense budget. And 
should neither of these alternatives prove to 
be workable, I am prepared, because of the 
dire need of these funds, to ask for a waiver 
of the budget act to allow this critical pro- 
gram to proceed on the required timetable. 

I urge the Congress to move quickly and 
also urge in the strongest terms that it not 
add any extraneous items to this request. It 
is urgent to advance the prospect for de- 
mocracy and reconciliation in Nicaragua 
and Panama. 

Damage to both economies has been 
great. We must help, and we want to help. 
Our help is needed swiftly to bring about 
demilitarization and advance the whole 
Central American peace process. If biparti- 
sanship prevails, we will be able to meet 
this goal and respond to the expectations of 
our neighbors. 

Let me save the details for congressional 
briefings and give you the three broad cate- 
gories of assistance: aid for democracy, for 
development, and for demilitarization. We 
want to help democratic institutions take 
root in each country, but democracy begins 
with the rule of law and respect for human 
rights. It needs the support of courts that 
are fair and free of every influence but the 
law. It needs the support of police forces 
that are upright and honest. And it needs 
our support. Development and demilitariza- 
tion—they go hand in hand. They start 
when we provide textbooks for children, 
when we create thousands of new jobs, 
when the hand that held a gun guides a 
plow. In short, as we demobilize the mili- 
tary, we must mobilize the market. 
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This is a great and historic task, but we 
are inspired by the courage of our neigh- 
bors. We’re close—very, very close—to a 
hemisphere that is completely democratic, 
a compass of freedom that spans half the 
world, from Alaska to Argentina. And facing 
this enormous challenge, we are not alone. 
Other nations can and must help. But only 
America can take the lead on this one. I 
stand prepared to work with the Congress 
to do our part for reconstruction and recon- 
ciliation for democracy. 

And now Id be glad to respond to ques- 
tions. And, Helen [Helen Thomas, United 
Press International], I believe you have the 
first one. 


Deficit Reduction Plan 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Your warm 
reception of the [Representative] Rosten- 
kowski plan—does that mean you're ready 
to negotiate tax increases and a freeze on 
Social Security benefits, things you have 
never gone for in the pastP And I have a 
followup. 

The President. No, it doesn’t. The answer 
is no. Followup? 

Q. A followup? You are not willing to 
negotiate, or what is your 

The President. Overall feeling? Look, I 
think he, without rancor, without a lot of 
rhetoric, made a very broad proposal. 
We've made a proposal—the administration. 
We now would like to hear from the budget 
process on the Hill what their proposal is, 
and then we’ll talk. But perhaps, as I told 
some reporters yesterday, in being recep- 
tive through not knocking the things in it 
we don’t like, and there are plenty, I was 
somewhat colored by the way in which 
Chairman [of the Ways and Means Commit- 
tee] Rostenkowski approached this and 
with, I think, the evident good will on his 
part and determination to try to break the 
ice and move the process forward. 

Q. But you’re not saying you would go for 
a tax increase? 

The President. No, I'm not for a tax. Let 
me—— 

Q. How about a freeze on Social Security? 

The President. Well, there are a lot of 
things I’m not for that are in his proposal, a 
lot, including taxes. 
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Lithuanian Independence 


Q. Mr. President, the United States has 
never recognized the forced incorporation 
of Lithuania into the Soviet Union. Now 
that Lithuania has declared its independ- 
ence, the United States seems to be moving 
tentatively toward full recognition. Is that 
because we’re afraid of offending Mr. Gor- 
bachev or don’t want to alienate him? 

The President. It’s because we want to 
see the evolution of the control of the terri- 
tory there, and also we want to see peaceful 
resolution to the question. 

Q. Well, do we still regard Lithuania as a 
captive nation, along with the other Baltic 
States? 

The President. We might not use that 
word, but we never have regarded Lithua- 
nia as incorporated into the Soviet Union. 
That’s been our policy. And we rejoice as 
people are permitted the free expression 
that we take for granted in this country. 
And clearly, I think, there is a great deal of 
interest in this concept of Lithuanians 
working it out with the Soviets to achieve 
what they want. And so, we’re not standing 
in that way. But in terms of recognition, 
there is a standard of control of one’s terri- 
tory that I’ve been advised should guide 
this. 


Nicaragua 


Q. Mr. President, are you concerned 
about the apparent reluctance of the con- 
tras to disband, and what can you do about 
itP 

The President. Yes, | am concerned about 
it, and I’m also concerned about certain 
military action by the Sandinistas. But I’m 
also encouraged, Brit [Brit Hume, ABC 
News]. And I’m encouraged because yester- 
day I talked to [Vice President] Dan 
Quayle, and he told me of his visit with 
Ortega [President of Nicaragua], where 
Ortega seemed willing to transfer the de- 
fense ministry, seemed willing to transfer 
the interior ministry, and was open about 
the discussion of reducing—I want to be 
careful here I don’t overstate it—but reduc- 
ing a military action on both sides. 

There is a United Nations vehicle that 
can be helpful, ONUCA [United Nations 
Observer Group in Central America], which 
could have a useful role to play in the sepa- 
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ration of forces and in getting down what 
Violeta Chamorro [President-elect of Nica- 
ragua] wants, which is both sides start 
laying down their weapons. That ONUCA 
has support from other leaders in this hemi- 
sphere; Carlos Andrés Pérez [President of 
Venezuela], I believe, supports it. I know 
Mrs. Chamorro wants us to give more sup- 
port to this. So, I’ve asked the State Depart- 
ment to look into that immediately. 

So, I’m less concerned than I was about 
the peaceful transfer of power, including 
the military. But I think to the degree both 
sides can start laying down weapons and 
moving towards the kind of market econo- 
mies we're talking about and with less reli- 
ance on military, it’s better. So, I can’t say 
I’m not concerned, but I am encouraged 
the way it’s going so far. 


Israeli Settlement in the Occupied 
Territories 


Q. Mr. President, do you regret, the other 
day, raising the issue of settlements in east 
Jerusalem? 

The President. No, I don’t regret it. I 
think all the speculation and commentary 
of the last 10 days have blown things way 
out of proportion. What I was doing was 
reiterating United States policy. But let me 
say this: Right now in Israel, there’s internal 
developments taking place in the political 
scene there, and I do not want to look in 
any way like we’re trying to mingle into the 
internal affairs of Israel as they’re going 
through this difficult political problem right 
now—right now. So, I will answer no more 
on it—try to clarify it because you have the 
followup. But it’s so sensitive and it is so 
emotional that I just think any further spec- 
ulation on this question would certainly not 
be useful, given what’s happened just in the 
last few hours. 

Q. Well, can I just ask then 

The President. Yes, you can ask. 

Q. I’m not really clear why you raised the 
issue at all. Was there a particular reason? 
It’s long been part of U.S. policy, but it 
hasn’t been talked about a lot. 

The President. Well, I understand that. 
That’s why I will speculate no further on it. 
I think it is highly emotional. But I think 
any speculation in any commentary at this 
juncture—a lot of developments since I 


made that comment—would be counterpro- 
ductive. 


Deficit Reduction Plan 


Q. Mr. President, following up on Helen’s 
question, could I ask, beyond your well- 
known friendship with Chairman Rosten- 
kowski, what elements of the plan do you 
see as meritorious? 

The President. The fact that it’s aimed at 
getting the deficit down. Does that help 
you any? 

Q. No, because it doesn’t say what—do 
you have any ideas to throw in beyond his? 
Is a 1-year freeze—— 

The President. We’ve thrown our ideas 
out on the table, John [John Mashek, Boston 
Globe], and he’s now thrown his out. And 
now we'd like to have the leaders of the 
budget process on the Hill throw theirs out, 
and then perhaps we can talk. Look, there’s 
a lot of changes in the world, a lot of 
changes out there in terms of Eastern 
Europe and the requests that I’m making 
today. A lot of things going on. And so, I 
don’t want to appear totally inflexible, but 
I’m not about to stand here and give Dan 
or the Congress the idea that I want to 
accept several of the things that are in his 
approach. But will I be willing to talk when 
they get all these proposals out there? Cer- 
tainly. Are we prepared to negotiate? Abso- 
lutely. 


China 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve opened your 
comments today by saying that the day of 
the dictator was over and speaking of the 
moves for democracy in 1989, and yet the 
exception to that rule is the situation in 
China, where since the crackdown at Tian- 
anmen Square we’ve seen little moves 
toward democracy and freedom yet. Do 
you have any second thoughts about the 
approach that you took for the situation in 
China and your sending of your high-level 
envoys there, and any thoughts that this 
policy must now change because of the lack 
of response from the Chinese Government? 

The President. No, but I’m not happy 
with the evolution of reform in China, but 
I'd have no regrets about that. And I’m 
reinforced by a lot of expert opinion that 
feels the approach I took—accomplishing 
something by Executive order that the Con- 
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gress wanted to do dramatically later on 
through legislation—was the proper ap- 
proach. And so, I hope our policy will bear 
more fruit. But, no, I am not happy with 
the status quo. 

Q. Well, Mr. President, if you’re not 
happy with the status quo, why not change 
your policy now to take a tougher line 
toward the Chinese regime? 

The President. Because I’m familiar with 
China and I think we’re on the right track 
and I hope that we'll see an evolution of 
more reform. And that’s exactly why not 
change it now. 


Deficit Reduction Plan 


Q. Mr. President, back to the surprising 
administration reaction of the Rostenkowski 
proposal: Regardless of whatever negotiat- 
ing positions are being drawn now or poli- 
tics is being played, can you today assure 
the American people that there will be no 
tax increase, no new taxes this year? 

The President. !'m only one player, but 
you know my position, and I have no inten- 
tion of changing that position. 

Q. Under what circumstances 
you—— 

The President. Too hypothetical. Nice try. 
Too hypothetical. 

Right here, lady in the front row. 


might 


Assistance for Nicaragua and Panama 


Q. Thank you. I'd like to ask you some- 
thing about your Nicaragua/Panama_ pro- 
posal. 

The President. Yes? 

Q. But in light of what the majority 
leader of the House says—that you have not 
shown strong leadership—you do not pro- 
pose in your—— 

The President. Who said that? 

Q. Mr. Gephardt, the majority leader of 
the House. [Laughter] 

The President. Thank you for your clarifi- 
cation. I have a follow-on. [Laughter] 

Q. I would like you also to comment on 
that. The Nicaragua question is: You are not 
proposing to Congress exactly where to cut 
in the defense budget. You’re basically leav- 
ing that to them. Why don’t you tell them 
where they should cut specifically? 

The President. On offsets? 

Q. Yes. 

The President. From the defense budget? 
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Q. Why don’t you say, Here’s a B-2; take 
it? 

The President. We are. We are doing 
that. And what I’m saying to them—— 

Q. But where? 

The President. ——well, that’s in negotia- 
tion up there. But what I’ve also said here 
is: If you’re not willing to do it, give me the 
authority on March 27th, and it'll be done 
like that. I am willing to do it. We’re going 
to take the hits. We’re negotiating with 
Congress now. 

Q. Why not tell the American people, 
thenP 

The President. We'll tell them on March 
27th if they turn it to me. And right now I 
don’t know how much of it’s confidential, 
but I'll let the Secretary of Defense answer 
the question. But I don’t see any great se- 
crecy in this. 

What we're trying to do is to give the 
Congress the ball and say: Here’s what we 
recommend. Now you tell us what you 
want to do, but don’t go making a lot of 
add-ons. Do it the way we feel is necessary 
to keep the focus on Nicaragua and 
Panama. I think Congress has a very legiti- 
mate role here; but if they’re not willing to 
fulfill it, Lesley [Lesley Stahl, CBS News], 
we have no problem giving you a list that 
would take care of it just like that. But I 
think it’s the Congress’ role now to work 
with our people. 


Representative Gephardt 


Q. Why does Gephardt get under your 
skin so much? You’ve got, I don’t know, an 
80-percent approval rating. He makes a 
speech attacking you, and. 

The President. Well, what have I said? 
What would make you think that he gets 
under my skin? [Laughter] 

Q. He says you’re not a strong leader. 

The President. Oh, I know. I know. That’s 
so discouraging. [Laughter] 

Q. And all the people around the White 
House and. 

The President. But why do you think it 
gets under my skin? The honest answer is— 
I know you won’t believe this—it doesn’t. It 
doesn’t. I think we’re going in the right 
direction. We're talking substance and 
policy. I think many in the Congress think 
that we are being responsive. But look, I 
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expect that. I expect that kind of political 
criticism. But I think if you want to talk 
about the substance of his ideas: Do I think 
it’s a good idea to loan money to the Soviet 
Union today? No. We have no request for 
food aid to the Soviet Union. You just want 
to put it on a ship and send it over there? 
No, I don’t think that’s a particularly bril- 
liant idea. But I don’t want to knock the 
man. Maybe he’ll come on a good idea one 
of these days. [Laughter] 


Assistance for Nicaragua and Panama 


Q. The Nicaraguans and the Panamanians 
are expecting aid very soon. They are in 
urgent need of the aid. 

The President. Exactly. 

Q. And the Panamanians say that they 
cannot wait any longer. What can you do 
besides Congress? When can they expect 
something? 

The President. ’'m going to have this 
question replayed on Capitol Hill because 
you're absolutely right. There is a sense of 
urgency, and I would like to take the op- 
portunity here to encourage the movement 
in the Congress. We’ve sent a proposal up 
on Panama; now let’s get going on it. Now 
we're coupling it with Nicaragua; now let’s 
[get] going on it. There’s an urgency in 
Nicaragua, too. But Panama, very urgent. 
And so, we’re going to keep pushing. But I 
think you’re right on target with that hy- 
pothesis. 


Economic Policy 


Q. Mr. President, there was a report last 
week that you were so angry and upset at 
the Fed’s failure to lower interest rates that 
you wouldn’t reappoint Chairman Green- 
span next year when his term ends. Can 
you comment on whether there’s any 
thought being given yet to the question of 
reappointing Mr. Greenspan and the level 
of frustration you do feel about interest 
rates? 

The President. No, there is no discussion 
of that nature at all. I’m not sure I saw the 
report, but I saw some speculation some- 
place. Maybe it was on the TV. But that’s 
never been discussed with me. Now, if the 
question is: Am I happy with interest rates? 
Look, every President would like to see in- 
terest rates lower. There’s no question. I 
don’t knock the concern that some have on 


inflation. A President has to be concerned 
about inflation, too. But there’s no bubbling 
war with Alan Greenspan, and that’s what I 
got from the commentary I heard, that 
there was. But you know, going back a few 
years here, it’s ever been thus, hasn’t it? 
When there’s some differences, it’s always 
built into a conflict between the President 
and the Chairman of the Fed. And I don’t 
want to get into that game because I don’t 
feel that way. 

Q. But is there a particular feeling at this 
point that the Fed is dragging its feet some- 
what in getting interest rates down? 

The President. | think some feel that way, 
and I think some probably agree with the 
inflationary concerns that have been ex- 
pressed. But I’m not in a Fed-bashing 
mode. I also think it’s very sensitive in 
terms of markets and everything else to 
even go as far as I have done, trying to say 
very little, and succeeding only moderately. 
[Laughter] 


President’s Public Approval Rating 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve been at near- 
historical public approval ratings now for 
well into your first term: 80 percent or 
more. And my question is whether you be- 
lieve in spending some of this popularity on 
something controversial, like, say, what spe- 
cifically you like about Rostenkowski’s pro- 
posal? Or just hoarding itP What’s the goal? 

The President. 1 don’t believe it, one 
thing. I don’t believe in polls that much. 

Q. I guess the question is—— 

The President. Talk to Nicaragua’s man; 
talk to Ortega’s man. Probably gainfully un- 
employed right now for missing it by a jil- 
lion points. But these things come and go, 
seriously. And you know where I learned it? 
Back in Illinois in 1980. I don’t remember 
why, but I remember Vic Gold lecturing 
me on hanging your hat on polls. 

That’s not the way I try to call the shots 
on the policy. You just raised a question 
about China. If I had my finger in the wind, 
I might have done that one differently. I 
might have done differently about going to 
Cartagena if I put my finger in the wind in 
terms of polls, but that’s not the way I run 
this administration. Some think so, but 
that’s not the point. So, I’m not going to 
dwell on them because tomorrow it may be 
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very different. Then Ill have a—say, hey, 
wait a minute. 

Q. Can I go on it for one more question? 
Does it become a possibility, though, that 
when you’re at, like, 80 percent that almost 
becomes an end in itself at some point? I 
mean it’s such an extraordinary level. 

The President. You mean, pull the rip- 
cord and get out? [Laughter] 

Q. Well, I mean—— 

The President. What do you mean? 

Q. When you're at 80 percent, it would 
be tempting, I would think, just to simply 
protect that lead, sort of fall on the ball? 

The President. No. Please believe me. 
That doesn’t guide the decisions we take, 
and I’ve given you a couple of examples. 
And I’m trying to do the best I can for the 
country and to work with the Congress. 
And there’s a lot of areas where I have not 
succeeded near as well as I would like to. 
But I don’t live by the polls. 


American Hostages in Lebanon 


Q. Mr. President, last week we learned 
that you were so concerned about the hos- 
tages that you were willing to take a ques- 
tionable call. And it might have been from 
the Iranian President, and then, of course, 
you found out it wasn’t. In response, Rafsan- 
jani made a statement saying that you had 
been trying to get a hold of him for a 
month. Did you actually then try to place a 
call to the real person, or could you clarify? 

The President. | don’t know where he got 
that. I saw that statement, and there was no 
truth in it—our trying to contact him for a 
month. It’d be very easy to do. I responded 
to an incoming call. I think the bottom line 
is, you have to say, would you do it again 
based on the information you had? And I’d 
say yes, I probably would. It may be diffi- 
cult for somebody to get through again— 
[laughter]. 

But what’s wrong with reaching out and 
touching someone—[laughter|—when the 
hostages are at stake? The hostages are at 
stake here, and what’s wrong with trying? 
Look, I feel this all the time. I’ve talked 
about this: that I will go the extra mile. And 
when the whole story comes out on this, 
you all are going to be very, very fascinated 
with the details, very fascinated. 

But I’m just telling you that it is impor- 
tant, it is very important to run down every 
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avenue in terms of these hostages, and I 
would be remiss if I didn’t. And there are 
things that go on, going around in back 
alleys and trying to find out information, 
and we’ve got to do that. I owe it to the 
families of those people and to those people 
themselves that are held hostage. 

Q. Can I follow up, Mr. President? 

The President. Yes. 

Q. If you didn’t try to reach them for a 
month, can you say whether you or anyone 
acting on your behalf did try to reach him 
at all? 

The President. Have we been trying to 
reach Rafsanjani? 

Q. Have you tried, yes. 

The President. No, other than this one 
phone call that turns out to be a hoax. 

Q. So, as far as you can tell, what he was 
saying just didn’t make any sense on any 
level? 

The President. Yes. It’s very much like 
the rhetoric that they use from time to 
time. He’s got some political problems at 
home, and we understand that. The main 
thing is: Can we move forward and get the 
hostages out? And I'll repeat: Good will 
begets good will. And I’m satisfied that 
even in this instance the officials there 
know that nobody is trying to set them up 
or anything of that nature. I’m interested in 
saving American lives. 


Soviet Reforms 


Q. Mr. President, I understand that TASS 
[Soviet news agency] is reporting this morn- 
ing that the Soviet Parliament has granted 
President Gorbachev the expanded powers 
he wants and has been requesting. I’m in- 
terested, sir, if you side with those within 
the Soviet Union who fear that there are 
not sufficient checks and balances on this 
new Presidential system, that it could result 
in a more totalitarian Soviet Union. How do 
you feel this might affect your dealings with 
Gorbachev and whether you envision ex- 
tending this Fund for Democracy perhaps 
one day to the Soviet Union itself? 

The President. | answer that by saying I 
stay out of the internal affairs and delibera- 
tions of the Soviet Union. And they are 
going through a process of reform, which 
we support in broad terms, perestroika. 
They’re going through a process of glasnost, 
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which is openness, which we support. And 
it would be very inappropriate for the 
President of the United States to start pass- 
ing judgment as that process of peres- 
troika—democratization, if you will—moves 
forward. 

And so, yes, the Soviets have created a 
new post of President, I hear, but that’s 
their business. And we will work with, in 
this instance, President Gorbachev. As you 
know, I think we have a reasonably good 
relationship there, a respectful one; and I’m 
going to continue to work with him. 

Q. Well, can you say, sir, whether you 
think that as you continue to work with him 
that will be affected in any way by these 
changes that have taken place, or is it going 
to be as it has been between you and Mr. 
Gorbachev? And would you see involving 
the Soviet Union in this fund for democra- 
cy? 

The President. You mean, asking them to 
give money to—— 

Q. No, no, no. Including them, making 
them if not currently, as Gephardt has sug- 
gested, perhaps one day a beneficiary of 
this fund for democracy? 

The President. 1 think the answer is to 
help in a technical way as best we can for 
helping the Soviets move towards market 
economies and free markets and those 
kinds of considerations. I think that’s the 
next step we ought to take. 

And there’s discussion of an Eastern de- 
velopment bank. The question is out there 
whether the Soviets should be members of 
that bank or not. And as a matier of fact, 
we have some deliberations going on as to 
what the U.S. position should be right now. 
I’m not prepared to state it, but I’ve been 
spending some time on this question. But 
that’s an idea that was surfaced by Francois 
Mitterrand [President of France], I believe. 
So, there are all kinds of ways in which, 
down the road, we can work with the 
Soviet Union. But I think what they need 
now from us is know-how and technical 
knowledge, that kind of thing. 


Japan-U.S. Relations 


Q. Mr. President, after your meeting in 
Palm Springs with Prime Minister Kaifu, he 
took a real beating in the Japanese Diet. 
And I wonder if, in retrospect, were there 
any misunderstandings in your conversa- 


tions? He was accused in Japan by his critics 
of having made some concessions or 
reached a level of detail in your discussions 
that some in Japan were unhappy with. Is 
there any clarification needed about what 
came out of Palm Springs? 

The President. No, those reports just 
highlight the sensitivity of the situation in 
Japan. And I think that as far as I’m con- 
cerned the talks were very good. We fol- 
lowed up, incidentally, with close to an 
hour with Mr. Takeshita [former Japanese 
Prime Minister] yesterday and covered the 
same broad agenda. I didn’t go into every 
specific, but I’m convinced that both Mr. 
Kaifu left Palm Springs and Takeshita will 
leave Washington with a far better under- 
standing of the problems that we face. And 
hopefully, I have a better understanding of 
theirs. So, I think I’m aware of the criticism 
against him at home, but I think that I 
would just go back to the statements he 
made when he left Palm Springs, which I 
viewed as very constructive. 

Q. Just one followup: You said in a 
speech—the day after you got back—to the 
Electronics Association that you had dis- 
cussed telecommunications with him, and 
that apparently came as a surprise to some 
people in Japan. Was that a brief discussion, 
a lengthy one? 

The President. A broad discussion of sev- 
eral categories. And I don’t know in terms 
of the amount of time, but we left the de- 
tails of all of these categories, that were so 
well-known as differences between the U.S. 
and Japan, to the experts. In fact, I think 
[Secretary of Commerce] Bob Mosbacher 
will be going there soon, if he’s not already 
on his way. And so, it was more broad in 
general, but categories mentioned. 


Upcoming Meeting With Chairman 
Gorbachev 


Q. Do you still expect the summit with 
Mr. Gorbachev will take place in Washing- 
ton in the last 2 weeks of June? 

The President. We've got to get that set 
soon, pin down the dates and the place. But 
in terms of expectation, yes. 


Baseball Strike 


Q. Mr. President, the announcement no 
one wants to hear: the delay of baseball’s 
Opening Day is imminent. Is there any- 
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thing that you as the “first fan” can do— 
[laughter|—to bring the sides closer togeth- 
er to prevent a tragic delay of the baseball 
season? 

The President. You know, I made a com- 
ment on that yesterday, and I misspoke be- 
cause I said strike. And we got some—un- 
derstandably—got some calls from some of 
the ballplayers saying, Hey, that’s not tech- 
nically what the situation is, please. Look, 
yes, I’m a ball fan, and I want to go to the 
opening game someplace. Last year, I went 
to the American League; this year I’d like 
to go to the National League, if possible. I 
don’t know whether it’s going to work. 
Maybe end up in Baltimore. But I don’t 
want to intervene. We’ve already taken a 
battle on that up there, on another labor 
matter—have the Federal Government in- 
tervene. But I would simply appeal to both 
sides to get the matter resolved so the 
American people can hear that cry “Play 
ball” again. 

Q. I have a followup here, sir. I’m re- 
minded by one of the senior correspondents 
back here that Lyndon Johnson used to lock 
up both sides and say, “Don’t come out 
until you’ve got a settlement.” Is that a 
prospect here? 

The President. Not on this particular 
issue, but on some issues that could well 
prove to be a prospect. [Laughter] 


President Endara of Panama 


Q. Mr. President, have you been in con- 
tact with President Endara about his fast, 
and do you view that as a useful means of 
expressing the plight of the Panamian 
people as they wait for U.S. aid? 

The President. Well, I have not talked to 
him since the fast began. And I did note 
with interest some very supportive state- 
ments out of him after the fast began— 
supportive of our administration and what 
we're trying to do. But that’s a matter for 
him to determine. 


Assistance for Nicaragua and Panama 


Q. Mr. President, in your opening state- 
ment, you appealed to Congress to pass 
your aid program, but you did not appeal to 
the American people. And one of the prob- 
lems a lot of Congressmen say they’re 
having is that foreign aid at this time is not 
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a high priority for a lot of people. Do you 
think an appeal, first of all, to ordinary 
Americans is necessary, and what do you 
say to people who think that perhaps what 
may be seen as the first part of a peace 
dividend is going overseas? 

The President. | think you put your finger 
on a good point. However, I believe that 
both Nicaragua and Panama have strong 
support from the American people. In fact, 
there’s new information on that. But I think 
they raise a good point. I mean, there’s a lot 
of domestic problems. But we're sorting this 
out now. And I’m convinced that when the 
American people understand what we’re 
talking about, about offsetting proposals in 
defense, in other words not going in there 
and costing them more or taking it away 
from some other program, that it will have 
strong support. 

But I’m not unsympathetic to that argu- 
ment. But where I would differ is I think 
the American people would strongly sup- 
port what we’re saying here. They see a lot 
at stake for us in a totally democratic hemi- 
sphere and the success of democracy in 
Nicaragua. 


Q. Do you feel we particularly owe it to 
the people of those two countries, given our 
military activities in both Nicaragua and 
Panama? 

The President. Do we owe support? 

Q. Do we owe money? 


The President. Well, we’ve lifted the em- 
bargoes, and we’ve released the funds. So, 
to the degree there’s anything owed, we’re 
trying to comply with that. But what I’m 
proposing here is an investment in democ- 
racy. I don’t think anybody would, you 
know, have the American people try to be- 
lieve that we owe it. But it’s the right thing 
to do. And we want to see Violeta Cha- 
morro supported. And we want to see the 
Panamanian democracy succeed. So, that’s 
the way Id phrase it. 


Q. Mr. President, let me ask you about 
what 


The President. 1 have a meeting with the 
Congress at 10:45 am., and I don’'t—I 
mean, 9:45 a.m., 9:45 a.m. Sorry, accept the 
correction please, 9:45 a.m. 
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Texas Primaries 


Q. It’s primary day in Texas, Mr. Presi- 
dent. Can you tell us—two questions— 
one—— 

The _ President. 
[Laughter] 

Q. for whom you voted in the Repub- 
lican primary and, number two, do you 
think it should be held against a candidate 
if perhaps at some point in the past they 
used drugs, but no longer do? You’ve talked 
on that issue before. Can you go back over 
it for us? 

The President. This is election day in 
Texas. I did vote in the Texas Republican 
primary. I will not tell you who I voted for, 
and I hope everybody understands. Other- 
wise, we'll have a quiz around here of who 
we voted for earlier on. It’s not a proper 
question to reveal. 

Q. But on the drugs issue, which is an 
issue in the primary and certainly may be 
in the general election, do you think it 
should be held against a candidate that at 
some point in the past they have used 
drugs? 

The President. | think that’s a matter for 
the voters to decide. But in my view, some- 
body used marijuana sometime ago and is 
not into anything of that nature, why, no, I 
don’t think that should be held against 
them. 

Q. What if it were more than marijuana, 
sirP 

The President. You're getting me _ in- 
volved in the Texas primary, something I 
don’t want to do, Craig [Craig Hines, Hous- 
ton Chronicle]. The polls opened down 
there about 2 hours ago, and I’m not 
about—— 

Q. You'll be involved in the general elec- 
tion, though, won’t you? 

The President. ll be involved, but I’m 
not going to fine-tune that. I’m not going to 
go into that. 


Now wer're | talking. 


Soviet Compliance With Arms Reduction 
Agreements 


Q. What about the report, the Soviet non- 
compliance of the INF [intermediate-range 
nuclear forces] treaty in a number of in- 
stances in East Germany? Do you think that 
that could throw a monkey wrench into the 
CFE [conventional force reductions in 


Europe] and START [strategic arms reduc- 
tion] talks? 

The President. To the degree that there 
are differences on verification on INF, 
we've got to work those out. And we’ve got 
our experts working the problem and trying 
to eliminate any differences. 

Q. What about the differences reported 
between Secretary Cheney and CIA Direc- 
tor Webster over the threat assessments—— 

The President. Just a minute. 

Q. ——in the event that Gorbachev is 
thrown out of power? 

The President. Just 1 minute on that one. 
As I have said before—[laughter|—I don’t 
see any real disagreement here. [Laughter] 
No, I tried to answer that yesterday, and I 
expect I didn’t lay it to rest. But I don’t 
think anybody believes—including 
Cheney—that the Soviet system is going to 
go back to where it was in—you know, 
before 1980, in the middle of the eighties. 

But there are differences when you go to 
try to predict with accuracy based on inten- 
tions. So, I’ve talked to them now, and I 
feel that they are pretty close together. And 
it’s difficult when you have a fast-changing 
world. And yet you take a position like I do. 
We must retain a credible defense. Then 
you get into a big debate: Well, what is 
credible? And I think that’s what you're 
seeing here. So, I can tell you, having talked 
to these gentlemen, I don’t think that there 
is this enormous defense difference be- 
tween the intelligence community—and I 
say community—and the Secretary. I think 
we’ve come up with a prudent, well 
thought-out defense plan. And there will be 
changes, I’m sure, after our cooperation 
with and consultation with Congress. But 
believe me, these are not diametrically dif- 
ferent views that you’re reading about. 

Shall we end with this one? I veally do 
have a 9:45 a.m. 


Destruction and Transfer of Surplus 
Weapons 


Q. Mr. President, here’s a question that I 
please wish you would decide, and I think 
only you can. You’re going to have to deal 
with billions and billions of surplus weap- 
ons. What are you going to do with those? 
There’s been some indication that you’ve 
already given a thousand tanks from 
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Europe out of that surplus pile to Egypt. 
And if you keep on selling them on credit, 
the arms that we have, you’re going to keep 
on creating wars in the Third World and 
other nations. 

The President. One of the—— 

Q. Mr. President, would you do this at 
the microphone, please? 

Q. Thank you. 

The President. This is a departure. One of 
the things that is part of the negotiations on 
CFE is destruction of weapons. And we’re 
talking about significant numbers. And I 
had a meeting yesterday with Jim Woolsey, 
our CFE negotiator, and he was spelling out 
for me just the mechanical difficulties of 
doing this. 

But nevertheless, we are determined that 
that will be the approach that is taken with 
these massive numbers of weapons. We still 
have security needs that we feel are en- 
hanced by transfer of military equipment, 
sales of military equipment to friendly 
countries. So, the policy will remain as it is, 
but we will go forward with the destruction 
where that is a part of the policy. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President’s 40th news conference 
began at 9:18 a.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House 
and the President of the Senate 
Transmitting the Executive Order 
Terminating the National Emergency 
With Respect to Nicaragua 


March 13, 1990 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Enclosed is a copy of an Executive order 

that I signed today terminating the national 

emergency with respect to Nicaragua. 
Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. The President referred to Executive 
Order 12707, which appears on page 402. 
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White House Fact Sheet on Economic 
Assistance for Nicaragua 


March 13, 1990 


The President has proposed the following 
economic assistance program for Nicaragua: 


Immediate Actions 


The President has determined that the 
February 25, 1990, democratic election in 
Nicaragua has ended the unusual and ex- 
traordinary threat to the national security 
and foreign policy of the United States pre- 
viously posed by the actions and policies of 
the Sandinista government. Accordingly, 
the President has terminated the national 
emergency with respect to Nicaragua and 
lifted all economic sanctions, including the 
trade embargo. 

Twenty-one million dollars of existing 
funds will be used to provide emergency 
assistance, including food through PL 480, 
to support the democratic transition and aid 
in the repatriation and reintegration of the 
resistance and refugees. 

We have begun to take steps necessary to 
restore Nicaragua’s sugar quota and to assist 
the Government of Nicaragua to become 
eligible for preferential treatment under 
the Generalized System of Preferences and 
the Caribbean Basin Initiative, as well as 
the facilities offered by the Export-Import 
Bank and the Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation. 


Request to Congress for FY 90 


The President has requested that Con- 
gress approve a FY 90 supplemental appro- 
priation of $300 million for economic assist- 
ance to Nicaragua. The objective of these 
funds are to support the Charnorro govern- 
ment in its efforts to democratize, demobi- 
lize, and develop, and for the private sector 
to restore the productive capacity of Nicar- 
agua’s economy. The funds will be used to: 

¢ Restore productivity by providing criti- 

cal agricultural supplies (seeds, fertiliz- 
er, equipment), petroleum, and health 
inputs (approximately $60 million); 
Fund emergency e.nployment pro- 
grams (approximately $10 million); 
Provide for the repatriation and reset- 
tlement of the resistance and refugees 
(approximately $45 million); 
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Provide technical assistance in restruc- 
turing the economy (approximately $1 
million); 

Help clear arrears of $234 million to 
the international financial institutions 
(approximately $50 million). These 
funds would be disbursed as part of 
multilateral efforts to clear the arrears 
and would be linked to a sound eco- 
nomic policy framework supported by 
the IMF [International Monetary 
Fund]; 

Provide balance of payments support 
to restructure the economy (approxi- 
mately $75 million); and 

Help fund development projects (ap- 
proximately $60 million). Activities 
would include support for democratic 
institutions, repair and maintenance of 
basic infrastructure, education, and 


health. 


Request to Congress for FY 91 


The President intends to submit to Con- 
gress a separate request for approximately 
$200 million in economic assistance to Nica- 
ragua in FY 91. Details of this assistance 
will be announced later. 


Source of Funds 


The FY 90 supplemental request to Nica- 
ragua will be offset from the Department of 
Defense budget. The President is request- 
ing Congress approve the FY 90 funds for 
Nicaragua, along with his January 25 re- 
quest of $570 million for Panama and refu- 
gees, by April 5, 1990. 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Joaquim Alberto Chissano of 
Mozambique 


March 13, 1990 


President Bush. Mr. President, it was a 
great pleasure to meet with you here at the 
White House, sir, as our very special guest. 
More than 2,000 years ago a prophet once 
said, “There are four things that can never 
be recaptured: the spoken word, the sped 
arrow, time past, and the neglected oppor- 
tunity.” This afternoon, President Chissano 
and our delegation had a very productive 


meeting and a very engaging working 
lunch. We used those opportunities to dis- 
cuss important bilateral matters, including 
America’s strong endorsement of the Gov- 
ernment of Mozambique’s political and eco- 
nomic reforms. We spoke openly and frank- 
ly, and I told President Chissano that he has 
our strong support as he undergoes these 
reforms. 

These reforms have enhanced the ties 
which link Mozambique and the United 
States, strengthening rights central to 
America: the right to vote and to own prop- 
erty, the right to worship as we please and 
to be free of violence. These reforms have 
buoyed the Mozambique peace process, 
which we amply discussed today. They have 
also meant more liberalization and privat- 
ization, and led Mozambique to accept the 
economic rehabilitation program supported 
by the International Monetary Fund, the 
IMF. For that, Mr. President, I salute you. 
Yet we look forward to even further re- 
forms. So, we talked today of common con- 
cerns, like refugee issues and Mozambique’s 
humanitarian concerns—the crisis there in 
humanitarian concerns, I might add. 

We reviewed ongoing developments in 
the southern region of Africa and explored 
new ways to propel the trend toward politi- 
cal solutions and regional cooperation. In all 
of this, we pledge our assistance to help 
meet Mozambique’s humanitarian and de- 
velopment needs, for we’ve seen your gov- 
ernment take significant steps to heal divi- 
sions which threaten your nation. And we 
urge all parties to talk at the earliest oppor- 
tunity so as to avoid further suffering. 

Like many of your counterparts, Presi- 
dent Chissano, your government has in 
recent years begun to open up the econo- 
my to market forces and to open up the 
political process, allowing a freer flow of 
ideas. As we’ve learned around the world, 
democracy and development are directly 
related; each encourages the other. So, we 
commend you for taking steps toward de- 
mocracy parallel with those steps toward 
economic reform. 

Mr. President, ours is the chance to act 
not merely for Mozambique or any single 
country but rather all of Africa, helping de- 
mocracy enrich a continent and your conti- 
nent enrich the world. Now, there’s an an- 
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cient proverb which goes, “God guides 
whom he wills toward a straight path.” The 
path toward progress and freedom is paved 
with opportunity. And today we spoke of 
how we can walk that path, and I must tell 
you, sir, I look forward to working with you 
toward peace and democracy in Mozam- 
bique and in the entire region. I’m so glad 
you came to the White House. 

President Chissano. President Bush and I 
had an excellent meeting today. Following 
it, President Bush invited myself and the 
Mozambican delegation to join him and the 
American delegation for a working lunch. 
Mozambique and the United States rela- 
tions have been moving forward and ex- 
panding ever since President Machel met 
here 5 years ago with President Ronald 
Reagan, and I believe today we have taken 
another giant step forward. 

The Mozambique Government and the 
people are deeply grateful for the assistance 
the United States Government and the 
American people have been providing our 
people in the humanitarian emergency 
caused by the war and natural disasters. I 
also told President Bush of the gratitude of 
our people for United States assistance to 
help rebuild our railroads, restructure our 
economy, and develop the private sector. 

I briefed President Bush about the ongo- 
ing peace process in my country. And I 
informed him on the decision of my gov- 
ernment to enter into a direct dialog with 
RENAMO [Mozambique National Resist- 
ance] as soon as possible and about the 
measures already taken to bring this deci- 
sion into effect. 

I expressed my appreciation for the stand 
the United States has taken on the war in 
Mozambique and for the positive role it has 
been playing in the peace process. 

My government wishes to congratulate 
President Bush’s administration for its ef- 
forts to promote peace and democracy in 
southern Africa, and we make a special note 
of its work in Namibia and South Africa. 

I have asked President Bush that the 
United States continue to spare no effort 
until peace, stability, and economic prosper- 
ity are achieved in the region of southern 
Africa. In recent years we have taken im- 
portant initiatives towards creating the 
framework for further democratization and 
economic liberalization in Mozambique. 


414 


And most recently, we put forward a draft 
constitution that would provide for direct 
election of the President and the People’s 
Assembly based on universal suffrage, en- 
suring a basic set of rights for the people, 
and establish constitutional bases for private 
property. 

We are a young country, only 15 years 
old. As we build our country and our de- 
mocracy, we are grateful that we have as 
friends the United States of America and 
President George Bush. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir, very 
much. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 1:29 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. Prior 
to their remarks, the two Presidents met pri- 
vately in the Oval Office and with U.S. and 
Mozambican officials in the Cabinet Room, 
and then attended a luncheon in the Old 
Family Dining Room. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Meeting With 
President Joaquim Alberto Chissano of 
Mozambique 


March 13, 1990 


President Bush and Mozambican Presi- 
dent Chissano met today for approximately 
1% hours, followed by a l-hour working 
lunch. The primary topic of discussion was 
the Mozambican peace process. President 
Bush took particular note of President Chis- 
sano’s description of the suffering caused by 
the war in Mozambique and strongly en- 
dorsed the decision of the Mozambican 
Government to begin direct discussions 
with RENAMO [Mozambique National Re- 
sistance] as soon as possible. President Bush 
also expressed his admiration for the very 
significant political and economic reforms 
underway in Mozambique. The two Presi- 
dents exchanged views on the regional situ- 
ation in southern Africa, and particularly in 
South Africa. President Chissano expressed 
the gratitude of his government for assist- 
ance provided by the United States. The 
two leaders discussed ways in which the 
United States might enhance its current as- 
sistance program. 
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Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters at an Alternative Fuel 
Demonstration 


March 13, 1990 


The President. Obviously, the reason 
we're here today is to show the interest we 
all have—industry, the administration—in 
cleaner air. There’s no question about that, 
and that’s why I came over here today. This 
is the first commercial availability of metha- 
nol in the Washington area. I want to com- 
mend the Sun Company for taking this 
leadership role in helping our national ef- 
forts to reduce air pollution. And I want to 
thank Mr. McClements himself, the chair- 
man, for being with us; and I would salute 
not only him but Ray Poling of the Ford 
Company, who has taken time out of his busy 
schedule to be with us here today, explain 
how all of this works in an automobile. I want 
to thank Chuck Imbrecht and Bob Hahn, the 
cochairmen of the Alternate Fuels Council, 
for being with us. 

The clean air legislation that I proposed 
last year is going to go a long way toward 
achieving our environmental goals. And a 
fundamental part of this, an integral part of 
this program, is the clean fuels program. 
We're working hard—and I want to, again, 
thank both sides of the aisle in Congress—in 
a bipartisan way to enact the legislation. 
The Senate leadership and I, along with our 
top officials here—Henson Moore of the 
Energy Department and Jim Watkins, the 
Secretary; Bill Reilly of EPA [Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency]; John Sununu [Chief 
of Staff to the President] and others—have 
all agreed with us on goals and on methods 
that will achieve our plan. 

And a variety of clean fuels, no question, 
can help to reduce urban smog and toxic air 
emissions. This, in turn, is going to reduce 
the regulatory burden on a wide range of 
small businesses out there. The availability 
of methanol in a metropolitan area, say, like 
Washingion, is an important step toward 
the widespread use of clean fuels. There are 
a few clean fuels in addition to methanol. 
Click off a couple: natural gas, propane, eth- 
anol, reformulated gasoline, and then elec- 
tricity. The flexible fuel vehicle that we see 
here today, one of Red’s cars, a Ford Victo- 
ria, is a government fleet vehicle. By using 


alternative fuel vehicles, the Federal Gov- 
ernment is trying to lead by example. 

And at this time, I again want to thank 
both our CEO’s that were here with us 
today. Under the direction of the Interagen- 
cy Commission on Alternative Fuels— 
Henson Moore chairs that, the Deputy Sec- 
retary of Energy—we’re moving forward to 
bring more alternative fueled vehicles into 
our fleet. The Interagency Commission and 
its advisory body, the U.S. Alternative Fuels 
Council, have an important job in helping 
develop a national alternative fuels policy. 

This is a part of our overall answer to 
those who worry about cleaning up the en- 
vironment, as we do. It’s a step; it’s not the 
cure-all and the end-all. But I want to con- 
gratulate industry—in this instance, the 
Sun Company, Ford Motor Company—for 
showing fine leadership. And we will keep 
working with the Congress to accomplish 
this first major revision in the Clean Air Act 
since it was first written. It’s sound for all of 
our country. And I’m delighted with the 
bipartisan support we’ve been getting. So, 
thank you all. 

Q. Mr. President, haven’t you already 
backed off the requirements for alternative 
fuel vehicles? 

The President. You know, I’ve discovered 
something: Nobody ever does it exactly the 
way I want it done. But what we have is 
sound, strong, environmentally secure com- 
promise that has the support of the best 
environmentalists I know of. And we’re 
never going to placate those on the ex- 
treme side of the equation that want to do 
nothing or want to just shut down this 
country and throw every American that’s 
got a job out of work. We’ve come to a 
good compromise, a strong compromise. 
And so, yes, I can fine-tune it, gripe about 
one phrase and one section or another, but 
I’m not going to do that. And I’m encourag- 
ing our Senators—both sides—to get behind 
this and move it out and then prompt 
action in the House. 

Q. But you’ve already thrown in the 
towel on a million alternative vehicles. 

The President. We've thrown it in, and 
we're doing well, and people who take a 
look at it know that we’ve got a good, 
sound bill that’s going to help clean up the 
environment—biggest breakthrough since 


415 





Mar. 13 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


the Clean Air Act was written. And it isn’t 
one that’s going to throw America out of 
work. So, don’t worry about that. Don’t 
listen to the extremes on this question. 
Okay? 


Note: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. at a 
Sunoco station in Washington, DC. In his 
remarks, he referred to Harold A. Poling, 
chairman and chief executive officer of 
Ford Motor Co. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House 
and the President of the Senate 
Transmitting the Annual Report of the 
United States Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency 


March 13, 1990 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Effective and verifiable arms control trea- 
ties are important to the security of the 
United States and, as President Gorbachev 
made clear at our Malta meeting, to the 
Soviet Union as well. Over the past year we 
have undertaken new initiatives and made 
steady and substantial progress in our Stra- 
tegic Arms Reduction Talks, Conventional 
Forces in Europe, Nuclear Testing, and 
Chemical Weapons negotiations. These 
steps can make a lasting contribution to a 
safer and more secure world for all man- 
kind. 

Because of the role of the U.S. Arms Con- 
trol and Disarmament Agency (ACDA) in 
support of these negotiations as well as in 
other crucial arms control activities, I en- 
courage all members of the Congress to 
read the attached 1989 annual report. The 
report reviews the year’s arms control ini- 
tiatives and negotiating efforts, as well as 
the activities conducted pursuant to the 
statutory requirements of the Arms Control 
and Disarmament Act, as amended. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Message on the Observance of 
St. Patrick’s Day, 1990 


March 13, 1990 


I am delighted to extend warm greetings 
to all those celebrating St. Patrick’s Day. 


As history tells us, St. Patrick led a life 
filled with exciting adventures and tremen- 
dous challenges. Born the son of a British 
city leader, he was captured by pirates as a 
youth and sold into slavery. After gaining 
his freedom, Patrick returned home, where 
he eventually decided to dedicate his life to 
God as a cleric. Soon he was to discover 
that God was calling him to take part in yet 
another extraordinary adventure—bringing 
the Christian faith to the people of Ireland. 
He spent the remaining years of his life 
serving God and his fellowman with tireless 
devotion. In so doing, he helped change 
forever the course of Irish history. St. Pat- 
rick’s faith, courage, and compassionate 
spirit have lived on through the centuries, 
inspiring generations of men and women to 
follow his example of voluntary service and 
fervent prayer. 


On St. Patrick’s Day, Irish-Americans— 
indeed Americans of every ethnic back- 
ground—happily join with the people of 
Ireland in celebrating the life of this re- 
markable man. This occasion also provides 
us with a wonderful opportunity to cele- 
brate the many contributions the sons and 
daughters of Ireland have made to our 
nation. Many of those early pioneers who 
braved the stormy Atlantic to seek a new 
life in America were of Irish descent. They, 
like their spiritual ancestor, Patrick, helped 
to build a strong and proud nation through 
faith and hard work. On this day we also 
celebrate the special friendship the United 
States shares with Ireland—one we look for- 
ward to enriching and strengthening in the 
months and years to come. 


Barbara joins me in sending our best 
wishes to all for a joyous and memorable St. 
Patrick’s Day. May God bless you. 


George Bush 
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Proclamation 6108—Deaf Awareness 
Week, 1990 


March 13, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


We Americans have always taken pride in 
being an independent and _ self-reliant 
people. These qualities are especially im- 
portant to persons with disabilities, and the 
deaf and hard-of-hearing are no exception. 

Over the years, advances in technology 
have helped to eliminate many of the physi- 
cal barriers that once prevented disabled 
individuals from participating fully in the 
social and economic life of their communi- 
ties. Today, deaf and hearing impaired men 
and women around the country are destroy- 
ing many of the attitudinal barriers that 
have likewise limited their opportunities for 
educational and economic advancement. 
More and more of these Americans, and 
persons with other disabilities, are assuming 
positions of leadership and responsibility 
throughout the United States. Their 
achievements provide a compelling remind- 
er that every member of our society is a 
person of immeasurable worth and poten- 
tial. 

The students, faculty, and administrators 
of Gallaudet University, a private, nonprofit 
liberal arts institution in our Nation’s Cap- 
ital, have played a prominent role in pro- 
moting public awareness of the rights, 
needs, and abilities of the deaf and hearing 
impaired. By providing valuable education- 
al opportunities for persons with disabilities, 
and by helping to destroy myths and mis- 
conceptions about deafness, Gallaudet and 
other schools for the deaf and hard-of-hear- 
ing are making a significant contribution to 
our Nation’s efforts to ensure that these in- 
dividuals enjoy full participation in the 
mainstream of American life. 

In recognition of the rights and accom- 
plishments of deaf and hearing impaired 
Americans, the Congress, by Senate Joint 
Resolution 227, has designated the week of 
March 11 through March 17, 1990, as “Deaf 
Awareness Week” and has requested the 


President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of March 11 
through March 17, 1990, as Deaf Awareness 
Week and invite all Americans to observe 
this week with appropriate programs, cere- 
monies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of March, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:38 a.m., March 14, 1990] 


Appointment of Peter B. Teeley as 
United States Representative on the 
Executive Board of the United Nations 
Children’s Fund 


March 14, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Peter B. Teeley as the Rep- 
resentative of the United States of America 
on the Executive Board of the United Na- 
tions Children’s Fund. He would succeed 
Rita Di Martino. 

Currently Mr. Teeley serves as president 
of Teeley and Associates, Inc., in Washing- 
ton, DC. He has served as a political adviser 
to President George Bush for the past 9 
years in several capacities, including Press 
Secretary to Vice President George Bush; 
chief spokesman, 1979-1980; and Assistant 
to the Vice President and Press Secretary, 
1980-1985. In addition, Mr. Teeley served 
as communications director on the 1988 
Bush campaign; communications director 
and press secretary at the Republican Na- 
tional Committee; a Harvard fellow at the 
Kennedy School of Government; press sec- 
retary to the President Ford Committee; 
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press secretary to Senator Jacob Javits, 
1974-1977; and press secretary to assistant 
minority leader, Senator Robert P. Griffin, 
1970-1974. 


Mr. Teeley graduated from Wayne State 
University (B.A., 1965). He was born Janu- 
ary 12, 1940, in Barrow-in-Furness, Eng- 
land. Mr. Teeley is married, has four chil- 
dren, and resides in Alexandria, VA. 


Remarks Following a Tour of the 
Potomac Electric Power Company 
Generating Station at Chalk Point, 
Maryland 


March 14, 1990 


The President. 1 want to first thank Ed 
Mitchell and Hula Edmonds, who have 
shown us around this plant, Ed being the 
top executive and familiar with all the eco- 
nomic dimension of this tremendous utility 
and Hula running the plant here, described 
by his leader as one of the best in the busi- 
ness. 


A few months ago, we sent to Congress— 
it was in July of last year—a very compre- 
hensive Clean Air Act amendment. And 
these amendments had as their goal clean- 
ing up the smog in our cities, reducing the 
toxic chemicals that are being emitted into 
our atmosphere, and halting the damage 
that’s caused by acid rain. Now those pro- 
posals, which were the, I think, most dra- 
matic proposed revision of the Clean Air 
Act in history, are subject to debate and 
compromise forged with the Senate leader- 
ship. And I am grateful to Democrats and 
Republicans alike who have come together 
with what we think is a very sensible ap- 
proach. The Dole-Mitchell compromise sub- 
stitute is now under consideration, and my 
appeal again would be to urge all Members 
to move forward on it within the param- 
eters hammered out in compromise by Sen- 
ator Mitchell and Senator Dole. 


The bill is consistent with the need to 
balance environmental benefits and to sus- 
tain economic growth for this country. And, 
Hula, I would put that in more personal 
terms: that means jobs for the men and 
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women that you have under you. We 
cannot let this country screech to a halt, but 
I am determined to clean up the air. And 
we're going to work hard for the passage of 
this bill. I am confident now that it will 
remain intact, and I am confident that it 
will prevail in the Senate. And the same 
time, we’re pursuing an equally balanced 
measure in the House of Representatives. 


So, to get this balance, we’re going to rely . 
on market forces—incentives for technologi- 
cal innovation, provide the private sector 
with the flexibility to make emissions reduc- 
tions in the most cost-effective manner pos- 
sible. Ed was telling me there’s megabucks 
involved in all of this. And we want to be as 
helpful as possible in making these changes 
as cost-effective as possible while still meet- 
ing our environmental goals. 


Now, Pepco, your company, sir, like most, 
is committed to take these additional steps 
to meet these even tougher standards 
under the Clean Air Act, and for that we’re 
very grateful. Under the act, we try to pro- 
vide these utility companies with flexibility 
to meet the new and tougher standards. We 
give them options: burning coal with a 
lower sulfur content or switching to other 
fuels, installing new emission control tech- 
nologies, or utilizing some of the emerging 
clean-coal technologies. Providing this flexi- 
bility, we can ensure that the environmen- 
tal benefits are gained at the least cost to 
the guy that pays the bill—the consumer. 
And I’m confident that a good-faith attitude 
toward these environmental goals prevail 
on the part of most of the companies, and 
we've seen evidence that today in projects 
it is going forward. We see this evidence 
now. 


And I also must say I am very impressed 
with this fish culture here, because raising 
over a million stripers to replenish the 
Chesapeake Bay is a significant environ- 
mental contribution not just for fishermen 
such as myself but I think it’s good for the 
entire environmental background of the 
Chesapeake Bay. You’ve got a wildlife sanc- 
tuary here. That’s good citizenship, very 
good citizenship. And in our new Clean Air 
Act, we’re going to be challenging Pepco 
and these other great companies to do even 
more in terms of the environment. 
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So, I think we’re on the road to a bal- 
anced, environmentally aggressive, eco- 
nomically responsible piece of legislation. 
And this has given me an example to get a 
feeling of how this energy is produced and 
a feeling for the kinds of people that are 
producing the energy and then also to have 
a broad look at an environmental dimension 
that has not always been a part of the equa- 
tion, and today it is. 

And I salute you, Ed, and your associates 
in this company for carving out some new 
ground here. I hope it will serve as an ex- 
ample to others all across this country. So, 
we've had a good day here. 

Q. Mr. President—— 

The President. Hey, listen, I had a press 
conference yesterday. This is a one-way 
street, where I do the talking and you 
guys—— 

Q. About that news conference, though, 
yesterday, Mr. President—— 

Q. Pepco says that it will cost $300 mil- 
lion at this plant alone— 

Q. ——there are some conflicting signals 
coming out of there and out of Mr. Dar- 
man’s briefing yesterday on taxes. Is that 
something that’s negotiable? 

The President. You've got to read all the 
tea leaves and listen to the nuances. I 
mean, it’s out there, very clearly. 

Q. How about the lips? 

The President. Keep reading. 

Q. What about the cormorants? 

The President. 
lover? 

Q. No comment. 

The President. Come on, Ellen [Ellen 
Warren, Knight-Ridder Newspapers], 
you’ve seen those guys. 


Are you a cormorant 


Note: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. out- 
side of the Pepco Aquaculture Center. In his 
remarks, he referred to Edward F. Mitchell, 
president and chief executive officer of Po- 
tomac Electric Power Co., and Hula Ed- 
monds, general manager of the Chalk Point 
generating station. During his visit, the 
President toured the generating station, at- 
tended a briefing in the control room, and 
toured the aquaculture center. 


Nomination of G. Philip Hughes To Be 
United States Ambassador to Barbados, 
Dominica, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines 


March 14, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate G. Philip Hughes to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to 
Barbados, and to serve concurrently and 
without additional compensation as Ambas- 
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the Com- 
monwealth of Dominica, to St. Lucia, and 
to St. Vincent and the Grenadines. He 
would succeed Paul Russo. 

Mr. Hughes currently serves as Executive 
Secretary of the National Security Council, 
a position he held since February 1989. 
Prior to assuming his current duties, Mr. 
Hughes served as the first Assistant Secre- 
tary of Commerce for Export Enforcement, 
from June 1988 until February 1989. Mr. 
Hughes previously served as Deputy Assist- 
ant Secretary for Political-Military Affairs at 
the Department of State from April 1986 
until June 1988. Mr. Hughes began his 
tenure in the Reagan administration serving 
as Vice President George Bush’s Deputy As- 
sistant for National Security Affairs from 
February 1981 to September 1985. He then 
joined the National Security Council staff as 
Director for Latin American Affairs, with 
responsibility for Caribbean and Mexican af- 
fairs. Mr. Hughes served previously as As- 
sistant Director for Intelligence Policy in 
the Office of the Secretary of Defense from 
1979 to 1981, as research fellow in defense 
policy studies at the Brookings Institution 
from 1978 to 1979, and as assistant analyst 
in the national security and international 
affairs division of the Congressional Budget 
Office from 1975 to 1977. 

Mr. Hughes received a B.A. in political 
science from the University of Dayton in 
Ohio; an M.A. in law and diplomacy from 
the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, 
Tufts University; and a master of public ad- 
ministration degree from the Kennedy 
School of Government, Harvard University. 
He is married to the former Victoria Knip- 
per, and they reside in Falls Church, VA. 
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Appointment of Penelope Payne as 
Special Assistant to the President for 
Legislative Affairs 


March 14, 1990 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Penelope Payne as Special As- 
sistant to the President for Legislative Af- 
fairs (Senate) at the White House. 

For the past 3 years, Ms. Payne has been 
director of government affairs for Turner 
Broadcasting System, Inc., working on legis- 
lative and regulatory issues. Prior to this she 
served as chief counsel to the Senate 
Budget Committee. Ms. Payne graduated 
from the University of Iowa (B.A., 1978) 
and the George Washington University 
(J.D., 1982). She currently resides in the 
District of Columbia. 


Remarks to Members of the National 
Association of Manufacturers 


March 15, 1990 


Dan, thank you, sir. Short and sweet, 
right to the point. [Laughter] And I’m glad 
to be here, and I’m delighted to be back 
with this group. And I want to salute your 
president, Jerry Jasinowski. 

I told Barbara that I’d be spending some 
time with people who have risen to the top 
of the financial world by controlling the dis- 
bursement of billions of dollars. She said, 
“You're addressing the baseball lawyers?” 
[Laughter] 

But regrettably, baseball’s Opening Day 
may not be on the calendar yet. But the 
truth is the calendar offers each of us many 
opening days, convenient launch points for 
a fresh start. Sometimes it is a new day, a 
new year; and now, really, it’s a new 
decade, a decade born amid the shouts of 
joy and triumph, a decade full of hope, bar- 
reling with confidence towards a new cen- 
tury and a new era. The rollcall is exciting, 
exhilarating, and accelerating. We call it the 
Revolution of.’89, but in Poland, it took 
about 10 years; then in Hungary, about 10 
months; East Germany, 10 weeks; Czecho- 
slovakia, 10 days; and Bulgaria and Romania 
right behind. 


420 


Six nations in 6 months. And from six 
different tongues we heard the same one 
word: freedom. The people of central 
Europe believed it. They fought for it. And 
they deserve the credit. But take that word 
“freedom,” pick it up out of the newsprint, 
turn it over, and look on the back. And 
more often than not, you'll find that same 
proud label that adorns the products you 
produce: “Made in America.” 

Eight years ago, Ronald Reagan stood 
before this group—your group—and issued 
a bold and simple challenge. He said, 
“America can serve as the catalyst for an 
era of unimagined human freedom and dig- 
nity.” And the cry of that great President 
became the “shout heard round the world.” 

Back here, especially in Washington, 
there may be some that are still plagued by 
doubt. Maybe in Washington; certainly not 
in Warsaw. Asked if Radio Free Europe had 
been important to democracy in Poland, 
Lech Walesa responded with a question of 
his own. “Would there be Earth without 
the Sun?” was his reply. 

Maybe in Washington, but not in Wences- 
laus Square. Last month Vaclav Havel 
[President of Czechoslovakia] praised our 
resolve, the resolve of the United States of 
America, as “defenders of freedom,” telling 
Congress that Czechoslovakia probably 
wouldn’t exist today if it hadn’t been for the 
Atlantic alliance. And just yesterday—I 
talked to him this morning—[West German] 
Chancellor Kohl told me today that just yes- 
terday he was speaking in East Germany, 
and he told them that he wouldn’t be there 
and this wouldn’t be happening if it hadn’t 
been for the United States of America. And 
no quotes are needed to tell you the role of 
American persistence and American cour- 
age in standing up for liberty in Panama 
and Nicaragua. 

Yes, these are heady times. It’s a wonder- 
ful time to be President of the United 
States and to be coping with this fantastic 
change that’s taking place around the 
world. But the good news is it isn’t only 
overseas because the Revolution of °89 
marks the triumph not only of free ideas 
but also free markets. And when it comes to 
free markets, America continues to lead the 
way. 
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Here again, there are doubters, and I can 
understand that—some who worry about a 
slowdown. And true, our economy is not 
perfect. Each one of you knows that. And I 
don’t want to paint an unrealistic picture. 
But look at the facts: The United States 
economy is the largest, strongest, most pro- 
ductive economy on Earth. Our standard of 
living is one-third higher than that of West 
Germany or Japan. And with less than 5 
percent of the world’s people, in 1988 
Americans accounted for more than 25 per- 
cent of the world’s production. Our GNP is 
more than 2% times that of the world’s 
number two economy, Japan. And when a 
small percentage of people produce a huge 
percentage of wealth, there’s a word for it. 
It’s called productivity, and it is spelled 
“USA.” 

Thanks in no small part to the commit- 
ment and imagination of the people and 
the companies represented here in this 
room, last year American exports of goods 
and services hit an all-time high: over $600 
billion. And today the United States is once 
again the world’s number one exporter. 
Nineteen eighty-nine marked our seventh 
consecutive year of economic growth, and 
today we see GNP up, exports up, personal 
income up. 

Now, some would say that every economy 
has its ups and downs. But take a look at 
what’s down: The trade deficit—I’m not 
standing here relaxed and saying it’s per- 
fect—the trade deficit is down. The Federal 
deficit—still not happy with it—it’s down. 
The prime rate—down. And last year’s un- 
employment rate—down, the lowest since 
1973. 

And the good news is reaching a broad 
cross-section of Americans. Nineteen eighty- 
nine unemployment rates for blacks and 
teenagers were the lowest since the early 
seventies. And for Hispanics, the 1989 rate 
was the lowest recorded since the Govern- 
ment began keeping separate data for this 
group back in 1980. 

But we're not just talking about statistics 
and numbers. As Dick Darman [Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget] re- 
cently reminded me, “Torture numbers, 
and they'll confess to anything.” [Laughter] 
It would take Darman to come up with 
that, but he did. [Laughter] 


Well, what we’re really talking about 
here is people. People who hold the 2% 
million new jobs created just since I took 
office 1 year ago. For them, it means fami- 
lies and freedom, and it means dignity and 
decency because 2% million American jobs 
means 2% million American futures. 

Speaking of futures, earlier I asked one 
CEO what he sees as the most lucrative 
growth industry in the 1990’s. He said, 
“Being a lawyer connected with the Trump 
case.” [Laughter] 

Our people and our economy are strong, 
and so is our resolve. And it’s going to be 
tested soon, as the dramatic new changes in 
the world produce dramatic new challenges 
in the world market. And so, we must pre- 
pare now to meet these challenges. And our 
administration is committed to an agenda 
for growth. It’s founded upon investing in 
our future, and every sound investment has 
its yield: America’s yield is the growth divi- 
dend. The growth dividend will provide 
Americans with jobs and _ opportunity, 
higher living standards, and a legacy of 
prosperity. So, achieving solid and sustain- 
able growth is my most fundamental do- 
mestic priority, and it’s why I’ve proposed a 
strong agenda of growth initiatives. 

This is a marathon. This isn’t a sprint; it is 
a marathon. And we can’t produce the 
products needed to capture world markets 
by focusing on results one quarter at a time. 
We need to return not only to yesterday’s 
values but yesterday’s thinking, the long- 
term thinking and investment-in-the-future 
way of doing business that produced the 
healthy climate that we enjoy today. 

First, we need to bring more of America’s 
investment capital back into the productive 
economy. And lowering the cost of capital 
will assure the continued investment in pro- 
ductive assets and human resources that are 
needed to keep our manufacturing sector 
the most competitive in the world. The 
bottom line: It’s time for Congress to pass 
the capital gains tax cut. Here’s what we’re 
up against: Japan, capital gains rate, 5 per- 
cent; South Korea, 0; Taiwan, 0; West Ger- 
many, 0; Singapore, 0; Hong Kong, 0. And 
the list goes on. And we need your support 
for this critical tax cut. And America wants 
it done right, America wants it done re- 
sponsibly, and America wants it done now. 
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It means competitiveness, and it means 
jobs. And so, let them tell me that I’m fa- 
voring some tax cut for the rich; I am favor- 
ing jobs for the working man and woman in 
this country. 

And second, we need to keep these inter- 
est rates down. And we are committed to 
helping that process by going to the heart 
of the matter. We submitted a budget that 
will continue to bring the Federal deficit 
down. And today I call on the budget com- 
mittees to fulfill their legal responsibilities 
and come up with a budget resolution by 
April lst. That is 2 weeks away. And it’s 
time to act, the time to bring the deficit 
down. 

And third, America needs a booster shot 
of new ideas along with the infusion of new 
capital that our tax cut—capital gains differ- 
ential—will provide: matching investment 
capital with intellectual capital. And so, I 
call on Congress to help sharpen America’s 
competitive edge: double the budget of the 
National Science Foundation; bring funding 
for research and dcvelopment to a record 
high; make the research and experimenta- 
tion tax credit permanent; and expand the 
Eisenhower education grants for math and 
science. 

And fourth, we must stand behind our 
work force and the quality of our products. 
American workers today are good workers, 
best in the world, but we need to keep 
pace. Their children are the workers of to- 
morrow, and we owe them a better educa- 
tion, with an emphasis on basic skills, the 
sciences, math, and engineering. And we’re 
going to do this in partnership with the 
American Governors and schools, giving 
those in need a fair start through Project 
Head Start, raising our high school gradua- 
tion rates to at least 90 percent. And in 
science and math, our goal is unambiguous: 
first in the world by the year 2000. You see, 
we've got to reestablish standards and rees- 
tablish expectations, the kind of quality con- 
trol so essential to everything that America 
produces. 

Quality is something that you—you un- 
derstand it. You understand it better than 
most Americans. And quality in manufac- 
turing and quality in education are inter- 
twined. These goals are an important step 
towards restoring quality in education. 
They help focus our efforts less on input, 
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the amount of money that goes into our 
schools, and more on output, the quality of 
the student that comes out. 

The kind of basic quality control is also 
basic to producing quality goods. And it’s 
being spurred on in American manufactur- 
ing by steps taken within your own ranks, 
steps like the prestigious, high-level compe- 
tition produced by awards like those named 
after the late Mac Baldrige. 

It’s also spurred on by efforts to ensure a 
literate work force. We salute manufactur- 
ers’ efforts like the one that Barbara, my 
wife, visited in Michigan recently, a model 
of cooperation between the Ford Motor 
Company and the United Auto Workers; so 
many more like it that you all are involved 
in. 

And finally, it’s essential that we have a 
drug-free work force. One way to stop 
drugs at work is to make sure that it never 
starts—preemployment drug screening—be- 
cause if you’re not part of the solution, 
you're part of the problem. 

A drug-impaired work force is one of the 
ways in which American competitiveness 
can suffer from a self-inflicted burden. But 
it’s not the only one. So, next I call for 
Congress to act now to make the U.S. mar- 
ketplace work better through two basic re- 
forms: product-liability reform—to increase 
our competitiveness without compromising 
safety—and antitrust reform—to remove 
obstacles to joint production ventures by 
U.S. companies. 

As I’ve studied the problem, and trying to 
work with Congress on it and working with 
our environmentalists and business people, 
I am also convinced that America’s growth 
need not come at the expense of the envi- 
ronment. Our natural resources are invalu- 
able assets, and like any other assets, they 
need to be maintained in order to sustain 
our ability to grow. 

For 13 years, Congress has been unable 
to pass a new Clean Air Act. Two weeks 
ago, we reached a breakthrough, a biparti- 
san agreement to untangle the web of re- 
gional politics that has stopped clean air. I 
am very pleased to compliment the Senate 
leadership for their very constructive nego- 
tiations, and today I call upon the Senate to 
stand by the agreement and to protect our 
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environment without saddling the bill with 
new subsidies and cumbersome rules. 

I mentioned self-inflicted burdens, and of 
course not all our competitive burdens are 
self-inflicted. There are also foreign barriers 
to U.S. exports which must be addressed. 
And earlier this month Prime Minister 
Kaifu and I agreed on the need for action 
on what we call Structural Impediments 
Initiative to break down nontariff barriers 
to the Japanese market. And we are press- 
ing hard to get the Japanese Government 
to address specific trade categories. We 
must move aggressively to open markets 
not just in Japan but around the world and 
expand our share of global trade. For those 
of you who follow the Japanese market, 
you'll agree with me that we need to have 
more openness there. I can tell you not 
only were the Kaifu talks good but the talks 
that we had with the former Prime Minister 
Takeshita when he was here just a handful 
of days ago. We have got to have them 
understand the seriousness of the problem 
we face. 

I still believe that for far-reaching, funda- 
mental reform our best hope is the propos- 
als that we have made in the Uruguay 
round of the GATT [General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade] negotiations. We’re de- 
termined to make a level playing field. Let 
America compete in an arena of fair trade, 
and we will take on anyone, anytime, any- 
place. 

As in Berlin, barriers are coming down all 
over the world. It took years of persistence, 
but the ideas championed by America— 
freedom, democracy, competition, and in- 
vestment—are flourishing because they 
work, because they are the best. It can be 
the same for American goods. 

In 1986, on the eve of July 4th, a single 
blue laser split the darkness over New York 
Harbor, a manmade lightning bolt that relit 
the torch of a reborn Statue of Liberty. The 
torch has been held high ever since. And 
today that light continues to inspire hope 
from Panama to Prague, from Moscow to 
Managua. 

Somehow, a recent bit of news seems fit- 
ting: The bald eagle, the American eagle, 
may soon come off the endangered species 
list. Ladies and gentlemen, America is back, 
and this time we are back to stay. And I 
look forward to working with this organiza- 


tion, your member companies, to doing 
what we can in government to facilitate 
free and fair trade to help maintain and 
strengthen an economy that is good for the 
working man and the working woman of 
this country. 

Thank you for inviting me over. And God 
bless you, and God bless our great country. 
Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:27 a.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom at the Ramada Renais- 
sance Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to 
Daniel Krumm, chairman of the associa- 
tion. 


Nomination of Robert C. Larson To Be 
a Member of the Oversight Board of 
the Resolution Trust Corporation 


March 15, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert C. Larson to be a 
member of the Oversight Board of the Res- 
olution Trust Corporation for a term of 3 
years. This is a new position. 

Since 1974 Mr. Larson has served with 
the Taubman Co., Inc., in Bloomfield, MI, 
as chief executive officer and director, since 
1988; president, since 1978; and senior vice 
president and director of eastern develop- 
ment activities, since 1974. Prior to this he 
was vice president of Inland Steel Develop- 
ment Corp. and has served in various posi- 
tions in Inland subsidiaries and divisions. 

Mr. Larson graduated from Carleton Col- 
lege (B.A., 1956). He was born June 15, 
1934, in Minneapolis, MN. Mr. Larson is 
married, has seven children, and resides in 
Bloomfield Hills, MI. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at a White House Briefing for 
Members of the Board of Directors of 
the National Newspaper Association 


March 15, 1990 


The President. Actually, I just came from 
a St. Patrick’s Day lunch put on by Speaker 
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Foley up in the Capitol. Very good hands- 
across-the aisle kind of thing. 

Well, welcome. We call this the White 
House complex. That’s not the “beltway 
syndrome,” but this is the White House 
complex. And you don’t have to show any 
ID to get out of the place, so, I'll put you at 
ease. I know it’s been a pain coming in. 

But I’m just delighted you all were here. 
I hope you’ve benefited from some of the 
briefings you’ve had here. And I’m delight- 
ed to see you all. We'll go to the questions, 
but I want to underscore some of the same 
points that I tried to make this morning to 
the National Association of Manufacturers 
annual Washington meeting about the econ- 
omy. 

The fact is that the economy remains 
sound and steady. The facts are these: The 
gross national product, up; the exports, up; 
personal income, up. Take a look, then. at 
the trade deficit; it’s down. The Federal 
deficit—I’m not happy with it, but down. 
And the prime rate—far better than it was 
several years ago. And of course, unemploy- 
ment is down. Last year’s rate was the 
lowest in the past 16 years. 

So, that is good news, but there’s a great 
deal that we have to do to keep this expan- 
sion going. The economy at this moment 
isn’t as robust as I'd like to see it; but we’ve 
got, basically, I think, a sound economy. 
Now, we’ve got to do certain things. We’ve 
got to create incentive for investment. And 
I get hit in the political arena on my con- 
cept of cutting the capital gains tax, or rees- 
tablishing what we call a capital gains dif- 
ferential, some calling that a tax that favors 
the rich. I think it favors jobs. And I cited 
some statistics today that Japan taxes capital 
gains at 5 percent; Korea, Germany, Hong 
Kong, Taiwan tax capital gain at 0. 

Now, you should be saying, What are you 
doing to help us be more competitive 
around the world? And the capital gains— 
one of the reasons I favored it is, is I do 
think it will help us be much more competi- 
tive around the world. I’m also proposing to 
the Congress incentives to encourage re- 
search and development, so that'll keep us 
competitive. 

Of course the most crucial investment is 
in the field of education. We know that we 
can’t remain competitive or remain a 
world-class economy without first-class 


424 


schools. So, we got together with the Gover- 
nors and adopted national goals, not trying 
to tell the local schools what kind of cur- 
riculum to have but goals that all the Gov- 
ernors agreed with, and now try to go for- 
ward and try to meet those goals, such as 
Head Start and a literate America and then 
passing certain standards as the kids go 
from 4th-grade and 8th-grade and 12th- 
grade level. 

And so, we’ve got sound goals. And if 
these work and if we're successful, not only 
in the tax end but in the education goals, 
then we’re going to have not a “peace divi- 
dend” but a “growth dividend” and a return 
on our investment in expanded opportunity, 
more jobs, and a higher standard of living for 
Americans. 

I made that point this morning, and I will 
continue to make the point that we need to 
do certain things to stimulate investment 
and savings. And that, I think, will help us 
become very competitive. I’ve had some 
fascinating meetings in the last couple of 
weeks with, first, the Japanese Prime Minis- 
ter and then just a few days ago with Take- 
shita, former Prime Minister and very much 
of a power in Japan. And I did my level 
best to impress on these very important 
leaders, these friends of the United States, 
the need for us to have more access to their 
markets. So, we’ll see where we end up. 

But no further ado, who wants to go—yes, 
sir? 


Soviet Political Developments 


Q. I’m Jerry Moriarity [Pine-Palm Pub- 
lishing], from Minnesota and Arizona. I'd 
like to ask you, with all the power that’s 
gravitating into the hands of Gorbachev 
while the Soviet world is collapsing about 
him, do you see any danger of a dictator- 
ship evolving? 

The President. No, because I think there’s 
much less danger today given what they’ve 
done in their Parliament, or in their con- 
gressional side of things. They’ve come out 
of the totalitarianism of the past. They give 
the new President great power, but I don’t 
see it as a threat, and I certainly don’t see it 
as a threat at this juncture in history. 

You know, I shifted our support from 
going more like this: “We support reform 
and perestroika,”’ to “We support peres- 
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troika and. reform, and we want to see Gor- 
bachev succeed.” I am convinced that one 
of the reasons we’ve had peaceful change in 
Eastern Europe is because of the approach 
that Gorbachev himself brought to bear on 
the problem. And I’ve consulted with him, 
had communications from him—one, for ex- 
ample, on the question of Germany—and I 
think he’s a reasonable man. 

So, I’m not worried about the constitu- 
tional changes because as you look at the 
total picture inside the Soviet Union, you 
see an evolution that none of us would have 
believed possible 5 years ago or 3 or 2 in 
terms. of democratic institutions. And I’m 
talking about the power in their Congress. 
They had a guy named Primakov who is the 
head of their Congress. And he was over 
here, and he came and told me—he said, 
“Well, I’m here to learn from the United 
States.” And I said, “Mr. Primakov, you’ve 
come to the wrong guy in telling you what 
to do about the Congress. I’m not having 
too much luck.” [Laughter] 

But the very fact that he was here, you 
know, and in a spirit of very good will, 
getting—and I was only being semifacetious 
there—but it’s very different, Jerry, than it 
used to be. It’s amazingly different. I dealt 
with these guys back in the United Nations, 
and I can’t tell you how different it is in 
terms of self-criticism on their part or 
debate. When you have a difference, you 
can do it agreeably. It doesn’t have to be 
disagreeable like it was in the heart of the 
Cold War days. So, I am not overly con- 
cerned. 


American Hostages in Lebanon 


Q. You said in your national newscast [see 
news conference, March 13] the other day 
that the media and all the people there 
would be surprised and fascinated when the 
hostage situation is resolved. What did you 
mean by that? Can you expand on it? 

The President. Well, I can’t really expand, 
except to say I was addressing myself more 
to this incident of this phone call that 
proved to be a hoax and that I am not at 
liberty to discuss. In terms of the hostages, 
there was a wave of speculation a week or 
so ago that frankly confused me because we 
are going down every alley, we are trying 
every avenue to free the hostages. But 
there is no negotiation going on with any 


part of the U.S. Government or anything of 
that nature. 

I saw the speculation, and I was wonder- 
ing if it was some private initiatives on the 
part of lawyers or those representing the 
families of individuals held hostage, because 
I wish I could tell you that there was a 
serious, immediate effort that would pay 
off, but that isn’t the case. So, when I was 
talking there, I was really talking about this 
phone call. And some of you may remem- 
ber there were some cartoonists—I gave 
them a great deal of opportunity to have 
some fun at, you know, picking up the 
phone, “Who is this,” you know, and all 
that. [Laughter] 

But I would do it again because I feel—I 
don’t know why—it weighs on me, the 
burden of Americans held against their will. 
And I don’t mind taking one on the chin if 
I go the extra mile. I ought to do that as 
your President, I think. And I made the 
comment that the next phone call of that 
nature may have a little more difficulty get- 
ting through—{/aughter|—but I’m glad we 
tried. So, I was talking in that context. 


U.S. Economy 


Q. More from the spirit of democracy, 
this good economy—what can be done to 
move some of that into the Rust Belt areas, 
the pockets like the Ohio Valley Rust Belt? 

The President. Not sure I have a specific 
idea, but I’ll guarantee you that if we are 
successful in getting the budget deficit 
down, then you have an economic climate 
in which new businesses start up. We’ve 
had a reasonable success—and I’m not 
crowing about it—in the creation of small 
businesses that are not identified with one 
industry. And so, I think from the Federal 
standpoint the best thing we can do is to 
see that where we do have assistance—edu- 
cation, and to installations going into 
places—that there’s fairplay. But I really be- 
lieve, for the Ohio Valley or wherever else 
it is, that just fundamentally sound fiscal 
policy is the answer. 

I am not in favor—maybe this will be a 
disappointment, but I had better level with 
you all—in targeting funds or kind of choos- 
ing winners and losers. I don’t think that is 
the role of the Federal Government—indus- 
trial policy in a broader sense, where you 
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say we're going to put our efforts into one 
industry or another. I don’t think that’s the 
role of the Federal Government. Certainly, 
I don’t think it’s the philosophy under 
which I was elected. 

So, there are programs. I’m strongly in 
favor of job retraining—Job Training Part- 
nership Act—I think we’re doing better on 
that. I hope our whole approach to educa- 
tion pays off. So, it’s a general response to a 
very specific question. 

Q. There’s a growing sense of frustration 
across America that the standard of living in 
this country may be in decline. We hear the 
rich are getting richer, the poor are getting 
poorer. There are always reports that this 
country is no longer able to provide the 
standards of education, health care, housing 
that other nations in the industrialized 
world are able to give their people. 

The President. We still have the highest 
standard of living in the world. I think if we 
are successful in our battle against narcotics, 
which is not going to be done by the Feder- 
al Government alone, but certainly I must 
use the bully pulpit and our National Drug 
Strategy I, National Strategy II to try to set 
a tone for the rest of the country in what 
can be done to fight narcotics for a success- 
ful education, antidrug fight, and then the 
competitiveness legislation that I’ve re- 
ferred to—math and science education, 
R&D, capital gains—I believe that we will 
continue to have the highest living stand- 
ard. 

So, I am not that pessimistic, and yet I 
don’t want to stand here with some Pollyan- 
nish attitude about the economy. There are 
some signs that worry me. There are some 
signs that make me feel that growth will 
continue and that the economy may be 
doing better now than it was a month or 
two ago. But I don’t accept the premise 
that we’re a second-class power or that we 
are in decline. 

There’s a marvelous book that was quoted 
around here about the decline of the 
United States. We’ve got some problems. 
But if you want to put it in a broad philo- 
sophical sense, we’re winning. Our concept 
of freedom and democracy is winning 
around the world. And I sometimes wish as 
President that there were more funds read- 
ily available—read that less of a deficit—to 
help the fledgling democracies of Eastern 
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Europe or of our own neighbors to the 
south, which we must never neglect. 

But even then, even without the largess 
that we could bestow on others from 
budget surplus or operating in balance, we 
still can help countries; and we are winning 
in the ideological battle and the philosophi- 
cal battle. And if we can make fair mar- 
kets—help create market incentives and 
then have fair markets—I really believe 
we're just on the threshold of a whole age 
of increased living standards for the United 
States. But that’s our goal. 


American Volunteers in Nicaragua 


Q. Mr. President, will you encourage the 
use of Peace Corps volunteers who see that 
aid actually gets to the poorest villagers to 
be a substantial part of the aid you’re seek- 
ing for Nicaragua and Panama? 

The President. Yes. 1'm strongly in favor 
of the Peace Corps. I’ve talked to our Peace 
Corps Director. You know, it’s not quite 
right there. Let me tell you something that 
does trouble me, though, in Nicaragua. I’ve 
answered the question because I’m a great 
believer in the Peace Corps. And I'll tell 
you, the demands for Peace Corps in some 
of these countries, particularly in Eastern 
Europe, now Poland and Czechoslovakia, is 
wonderful. It’s a wonderful tribute to the 
young volunteers that go into the Peace 
Corps and to the concept of a great nation 
willing to help emerging democracies. But I 
am frustrated a little bit by some of the 
Americans that have gone down to Nicara- 
gua, been there for 2 years allegedly to help 
the people of Nicaragua. And then Nicara- 
gua has a free and fair election, and it turns 
out these people were interested in helping 
the Sandinistas, the Sandinismos. And now 
they’re picketing. Some of them have 
been—I don’t know whether they’re still 
there—in front of the U.S. Embassy because 
in their view the wrong people won the 
election. But that’s not the role of the 
United States. If we want to help the 
people and there are verifiably, certifiably 
free elections, they ought to stay down 
there—if they’re acting in this philanthropic 
way—and try to help, as the Peace Corps 
does in Nicaragua. Consider my spleen vent- 
ed. [Laughter] 
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Federal Budget 


Q. This noon you had lunch with Speaker 
Foley. In the spirit of St. Patrick, did you 
work out a deal on how to reduce defense 
spending? 

The President. No, that has not been 
worked out. We’ve made some proposals; 
and he is, I think, waiting, in fairness to 
him, for his budget process to work. But I 
find him very reasonable. We differ philo- 
sophically on some of these questions. I’ve 
cited capital gains, for example. I mean, I 
just haven’t properly sold an honorable man 
like Foley on what it means to create jobs, 
what it means to be competitive—I cited 
for you now the differential between what 
it is in Japan, what it is in Korea, and all of 
this—so I’ve got to do better in communi- 
cating with some of those people on the 
other side. 

But on the defense, I think we must 
retain a reasoned defense. Colin Powell 
(Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff] and 
Cheney [Secretary of Defense] have testi- 
fied on a different kind of force. I’ve had 
strong support, vocal support, from Foley 
on things like our latest proposal on reduc- 
ing our force levels in Europe, the proposal 
with Gorbachev to both reduce to 195,000 
in central Europe and then 30,000 addition- 
al troops that can be deployed under agree- 
ment with the Soviets. So, we’re getting 
some support there, and I believe we will 
be able to work out an agreed defense pro- 
gram. I hope we will because I don’t want 
to have to see defense all caught up in poli- 
tics. And the rapidity of change is such that 
I think we are in a good position to negoti- 
ate further reductions with the Soviet 
Union, and that’s one of the reasons I’m 
looking forward to the summit with Mr. 
Gorbachev. 


Lithuania 


Q. Under what circumstances would the 
United States begin the process and when 
would we begin the process of recognizing 
an independent Lithuania or any other 
Soviet republic? 

The President. In the first place, we have 
never recognized the incorporation of the 
Baltic States, which you are talking about— 
Lithuania, Estonia, and Latvia—into the 
Soviet Union. It was never a question of 


having recognized their incorporation into 
the Soviet Union. 


I think there are standards of control 
over one’s country—or control over one’s, 
in this instance, territory—that guide recog- 
nition. But I think that the best role for the 
United States, having encouraged self-deter- 
mination, having not been willing to recog- 
nize Lithuania being incorporated into the 
Soviet Union, is to encourage a peaceful 
evolution from now on. 


Lithuania, under the right of self-determi- 
nation, expressed themselves. To the credit 
of the Soviet leaders, all the way from Liga- 
chev [Communist Party Chairman, Agrarian 
Policy Commission] to Gorbachev on over, 
they have said: We will not use force. We’re 
peaceful. We want to see this resolved 
peacefully. It is very important to the 
people in these Baltic States that the evolu- 
tion be peaceful. And so, I am, just as in 
East Germany when the Berlin Wall started 
down—some of my political opponents 
were saying I was unenthusiastic about it. 
And I told one of our star TV commenta- 
tors, Well, that’s the kind of person I am. I 
mean, some people jump with joy and do 
cartwheels, and I’ve got different genes or 
something. [Laughter] 


But having said that, another political 
leader said, Well, you ought to go to Berlin, 
and the President should be seen at the 
Wall. I had communications from the most 
respected leaders in East and West, several 
of them, saying, Don’t do anything silly. I 
mean, we’re concerned now as this evolves. 


And sometimes caution and prudence, I 
think, are right. And I think in this case it 
proved right because that evolution has 
moved peacefully, and we did not provoke 
some kind of outbreak through exhorting 
there at the Berlin Wall that could have 
caused other countries to act differently. 


I’m very pleased with the way the Lith- 
uanian situation is developing, and we’re 
watching it closely. We will encourage the 
fundamental principles of self-determina- 
tion, and we will encourage the concept of 
peaceful change. And I hope both major 
parties in that discussion will continue to 
adhere to peaceful change. 
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Voice of America 


Q. It seems to me that the Voice of 
America has been one of our best tools for 
exporting the ideas of democracy, and yet I 
understand that we want to cut their 
budget. Don’t you think that it would be 
better if we just maintained the budget in 
order to continue to have this influence in 
the countries of the Eastern bloc? 

The President. 'm embarrassed to say I 
don’t have the figures, but I am not aware 
of any cut in the budget. Because like you, I 
accept your premise, your hypothesis. And 
you know why? Because Havel, Vaclav 
Havel, the playwright President of Czecho- 
slovakia, expressed his not only appreciation 
for what the Voice of America did in keep- 
ing the hope of democracy and freedom 
alive but also insisted that it’s essential that 
the Voice still go in there. 

So, I don’t think—can someone—we don’t 
think that we have recommended cuts in 
the Voice, but maybe we could get your 
name. It’s a good specific question. And, 
Barrie [Barrie Tron, Deputy Director of 
Media Relations], maybe you could find 
that, and we’il let you know the exact num- 
bers. 

But whatever the figures, believe me, 
there is no philosophical commitment to 
ratchet down or cut back on the Voice, be- 
cause I agree with you that it’s even more 
important that that message of freedom 
continue to be heard; and I accept the word 
of Havel in the process. 

Now, we’ve got one more, and I see an 
urgent—I’ve not been very good about the 
left side of the room. Yes, sir? 


Foreign Aid 


Q. Don Mulford, Montclair Times. Does it 
bother you at all the proportion of the for- 
eign aid budget going to two nations, Israel 
and Egypt? Irrespective of any comment on 
Jerusalem—{laughter|—is there some 
thought of perhaps lowering the level of 
the funds going there in the hope that it 
might promote peace—to stop funding both 
nations on such a large level of our re- 
sources? 

The President. 1 would not favor that. I 
do favor greater flexibility for the Presi- 
dent, which means a weakening of or an 
elimination of earmarking, because what’s 
happened is a tremendous percentage, as 
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Don points out, of our foreign aid budget is 
going to just a handful of countries. And 
you cited Israel, and I could add Egypt— 
well, you added Egypt—and there’s Paki- 
stan and one or two others. And by the 
time that money is disbursed, there is 
almost nothing. 

And I'll give you an example. In Jamaica, 
I must confess that when Mr. Manley 
[Prime Minister] came in, based on his past 
record and his proximity to Cuba and his 
former fraternity with Mr. Castro [Presi- 
dent of Cuba], I didn’t know how it would 
go. Manley campaigned on a different 
policy this time. He said, “I’m not going to 
push our country into the arms of Fidel 
Castro.” And he’s been very good, and I 
salute him. And when I go to try to help 
the impoverished people of Jamaica, we 
have very little flexibility. 

And so, I don’t want to suggest cutting to 
good friends, but I have asked that we be 
accorded more flexibility, perhaps a fund 
that’s known as a discretionary fund, for the 
President to be able to prioritize the inter- 
ests of this country and go forward with 
them. 

So, Bob Dole raised the question, and I 
saluted him for raising the question. And 
we will continue to work with the Con- 
gress. I think there may be some sentiment 
for it, but I don’t think you'll see it in 
slashes in the budget to accomplish that end 
because there’s some strong reasons of 
friendship for that and there’s some power- 
ful political forces that would argue against 
that. 

Well, listen, thank you all very, very 
much. A pleasure to be with you. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:34 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. 


Remarks Upon Receiving Shamrocks 
from Deputy Prime Minister Brian 
Lehihan of Ireland for St. Patrick’s Day 


March 16, 1990 


The Deputy Prime Minister. Mr. Presi- 
dent, it gives me great pleasure on behalf of 
my country, Ireland, to be present here 
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today at the White House to present to you 
a bowl of shamrock from Ireland. Sham- 
rock is the symbo! of unity. St. Patrick, 
whose feast day we honor tomorrow, on the 
17th of March, is a symbol of the values 
which we share with the American people. 
The shamrock itself, three leaves on one 
stem, is a symbol of unity, the essential 
unity between the American and the Irish 
peoples that has been celebrated in this 
manner since the time of the first President 
of the United States of America, George 
Washington. 

It gives me great pleasure again to 
present the bowl of shamrock to President 
Bush. 

The President. Well, Tanaiste [Deputy 
Prime Minister], we’re delighted to have 
you here, you and Mrs. Lenihan. It’s always 
good to see an old friend again. I will con- 
fess to something that I said in front of the 
Senate yesterday: Once you’ve had a glass 
of Guinness with a man in Ireland, as I have 
with Brian Lenihan, why, you're friends. 
And so, we’re delighted to see you back 
here. 

There is one thing all of us here—all 
Americans—are united in, and that is our 
desire for peace and tranquillity in North- 
ern Ireland. We can’t forget the suffering 
and the tragedy that plagues St. Patrick’s 
island, and there’s no place for violence in 
creating a new future for Northern Ireland. 

Here in the United States, 43 million 
Americans are of Irish ancestry, and I 
expect many more wish that they were of 
Irish ancestry. And the millions of our 
people who share common ancestry form a 
bond between our nations which will never 
be broken. We have another bond: the be- 
liefs and the values which hold us together 
as well. Ireland and America are committed 
to democracy, justice, and liberty. 

Mention an Irish name to an American— 
Colleen or Bridget, Patrick or Ronald, if 
you will—Ronald as in Ronald Reagan—and 
we think of the ones we know with the 
sparkle in their eye, the way with a story or 
a song that the Irish possess like no others. 
Your children are making Ireland young 
again, creating hope and opportunity for 
the future, rebuilding a strong economy 
and a peaceful existence. 

So, long live the sons and daughters of 
Ireland, those at home and those who live 


here in America. And let me close with a 
saying of St. Patrick’s: “May the wisdom of 
God instruct us, may the way of God direct 
us, and may the shield of God defend us.” 


Thank you, sir. God bless Ireland, and I’m 
so glad you came our way. 


The Deputy Prime Minister. Thank you 
very much. 


The President. Nice to see you. Brian, 
glad to see you again, sir. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:51 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. 


Nomination of Robert Marshall White 
To Be Under Secretary of Commerce 


March 16, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert Marshall White to 
be Under Secretary of Commerce for Tech- 
nology. This is a new position. 


Since 1986 Dr. White has served as chief 
technical officer and vice president for re- 
search and engineering for the Control 
Data Corp. in Minneapolis, MN. Prior to 
this, he served as vice president of research 
and technology for the Data Storage Prod- 
ucts Group and Control Data Corp., 1984- 
1986; principal scientist for Xerox PARC, 
1983-1984; manager of storage technology 
in the Xerox Corporate Strategy Office, 
1978-1983; and manager of the solid state 
research area for Xerox PARC, 1971-1978. 
In addition, Dr. White served as NSF senior 
postdoctoral fellow in Cambridge, England, 
1970-1971; assistant professor of physics at 
Stanford University, 1966-1970; NSF post- 
doctoral fellow at the University of Califor- 
nia at Berkeley, 1965-1966; and visiting sci- 
entist at Osaka University in Japan, 1963. 


Dr. White graduated from Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (B.S., 1960) and 
Stanford University (Ph.D., 1964). He was 
born October 2, 1938, in Reading, PA. Dr. 
White is married, has two children, and re- 
sides in Edina, MN. 
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Appointment of Joseph Sewall as an 
Alternate Member of the Roosevelt 
Campobello International Park 
Commission 


March 16, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Joseph Sewall to be an alter- 
nate member on the part of the United 
States on the Roosevelt Campobello Inter- 
national Park Commission. He would suc- 
ceed Lawrence Stuart. 

Currently, Mr. Sewall serves as chairman 
and president of James Sewall and Co. in 
Old Town, ME. He is married, has one son, 
and resides in Old Town, ME. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





The President extends his appreciation to 
the following: 


March 10 


Dr. Jonathan Soderstrom, of Oak Ridge, TN. In 
1986 Dr. Soderstrom mobilized the Oak Ridge 
area churches and civic organizations and 
formed Aid to Distressed Families of Anderson 
County (ADFAC). ADFAC is now sponsored by 
more than 40 religious, civic, corporate, and 
community organizations, as well as numerous 
individual volunteers who offer their assistance. 
This effort was created to serve as a central 
clearinghouse for volunteer activity and as a 
safety net for needy families. ADFAC provides 
emergency short-term help for those in need of 
food, shelter, and clothing, as well as longer 
term counseling for jcb training and _place- 
ment. Dr. Soderstrom serves as president of 
the board of this initiative and as a laborer, 
helping to reconstruct dilapidated homes. 


March 12 


Robert and Jacquelyn Corrigan, of Gorham, 
NH. The Corrigans dedicate 60-70 hours each 
month to help the students of Gorham stay in 
school and go on to attend college. They tutor 
students, offer encouragement and advice, and 
take students on college trips, showing the 
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young people what opportunities await them. 
Mr. and Mrs. Corrigan also began a community 
scholar program. This initiative offers financial 
support to every high school senior who wants 
to go on to college. With the help of the Corri- 
gans’ efforts, the percentage of seniors who go 
on to college from Gorham High School has 
risen from 40 percent to 60 percent. 


March 13 


Julia Goldstein, of University City, MO. Mrs. 
Goldstein founded Partners for Educational Ex- 
cellence Program (PEEP) to involve senior citi- 
zens in helping troubled first and second grade 
students in University City schools. The seniors 
volunteer to help first grade students whom 
the teachers believe will have trouble moving 
into the second grade. Volunteers develop a 
one-on-one relationship with the students. 
Through this relationship, the volunteer tutors 
the student, sets goals, teaches the importance 
of education, and works to build the self- 
esteem of the child. They follow the child 
through the second grade while taking on a 
new first grader. Teachers in the school system 
monitor the progress of each child, offering 
suggestions when necessary. Sixty volunteers 
work in six schools in the University City 
system, offering their energy and experience. 


March 14 


Robert Low, of Waianae, HI. Mr. Low is a key 
member of an initiative called Adult Friends 
for Youth. This group matches older, troubled 
youth, who have been severely abused and 
convicted of crimes, with trained, stable, adult 
friends. Mr. Low is an adult friend to several 
young people. He recruits and trains adult vol- 
unteers, as well as conducts all matching and 
evaluation. In addition to his work with Adult 
Friends for Youth, Mr. Low has provided emer- 
gency shelter to a number of young people 
who have been through the juvenile court 
system. He has taken a particular interest in 
the education of these youths by participating 
in the local school council. 


March 15 


Joseph Ziskovsky, of Shoreview, MI. Joseph Zis- 
kovsky, now 14, had studied the dangers of 
pollution, had seen firsthand the effects that a 
drought had on his hometown, and had read 
that one way to curb the pollution problem 
was to plant trees. He persuaded nursery 
owners from as far away as Pennsylvania to 
donate nearly 3,500 trees. He convinced the 
National Arbor Day Foundation to provide 
educational brochures on the importance of 
trees in a healthy environment. He then mobi- 
lized area organizations to distribute the trees 





and educational materials to every child in the 
three public elementary schools in the city of 
Shoreview. Aside from this huge undertaking, 
Joseph regularly helps organizations involved 
in service-related programs. 


March 16 


Building and Construction Trades Council of 
Alameda County, an AFL-CIO affiliate based 
in Oakland, CA. In the fall of 1989, the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul donated four run-down 
houses to the Homes for the Homeless project. 
The Building and Construction Trades Council 
of Alameda County agreed to rebuild these 
houses and turn them into modest homes for 
families in time for Thanksgiving. Union mem- 
bers supplied all of the needed labor, and con- 
tractors donated all of the necessary materials. 
Members from the council’s 34 trade unions 
volunteered nights and weekends to complete 
the effort by the Thanksgiving deadline. Four 
families have been housed to date, and there 
are plans to expand this highly successful 
project in the future. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





March 11 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House from a weekend stay at 
Camp David, MD. 


March 12 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of Defense 
Cheney; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


Richard B. 
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March 13 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Republican congressional leaders; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The President sent to the Congress a pro- 

posed fiscal year 1990 supplemental request 
for $300 million for aid to Nicaragua. 


March 14 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Federal agency chiefs, for lunch; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—Edward J. Moskal, president of the 
Polish American Congress; 

—Baptist editors and community leaders; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The White House announced that the 
President and Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher of the United Kingdom have 
agreed to an informal meeting in Bermuda 
on April 13. The President will return to 
Washington, DC, on April 14. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the Federal Service Impasses 
Panel for terms expiring January 10, 1995: 


Edwin D. Brubeck, of Indiana. He would suc- 
ceed Thomas A. Farr. Currently, Mr. Brubeck 
serves as a business representative for the Indi- 
ana State Building Trades Council in Indianap- 
olis, IN. 

Charles A. Kothe, of Oklahoma. He would suc- 
ceed Jean T. McKelvey. Currently, Mr. Kothe 
serves as special consultant to the Chairman of 
the Equal Employment Opportunity Commis- 
sion; consultant to the University of Tulsa, Col- 
lege of Business Administration; and an attor- 
ney with the law firm of Pray, Walker, Jack- 
man, Williamson, Marler in Oklahoma. 


The White House announced that Presi- 
dent Bush and President Francois Mitter- 
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rand of France have agreed to meet in 
Florida on April 19. 


In the afternoon, President Bush spoke 
by telephone with President Guillermo 
Endara of Panama. The two Presidents dis- 
cussed U.S. assistance for Panama and the 
war on drugs. 


In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended a performance of “Stardust” 
at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Per- 
forming Arts. 


March 15 


The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 


—Members of Congress; 


—Rev. Lazslo Tokes, hero of the Roma- 
nian revolution; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


In the morning, the President spoke by 
telephone with Chancellor Helmut Kohl of 
the Federal Republic of Germany. The 
President and the Chancellor discussed the 
manner in which German-Polish border 
questions would be addressed. 


In the evening, the President spoke by 
telephone with President-elect Violeta Cha- 
morro of Nicaragua. They discussed U.S. as- 
sistance for Nicaragua and the Central 
American peace process. 


March 16 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 


—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; 


—the Vice President, for lunch. 

The President announced the designation 
of the following U.S. Directors for the 
Polish-American Enterprise Fund and for 
the Hungarian-American Enterprise Fund. 
Polish-American Enterprise Fund 


John P. Birkelund, chief executive officer, 
Dillon, Read & Co. (chairman) 


Lane Kirkland, president, AFL-CIO 


Zbigniew Brzezinski, Center for Strategic and 
International Studies 


Charles Harper, chairman and chief executive 
officer, CONAGRA 


Nicholas Rey, managing director, Bear, Stearns 
and Co. 


Hungarian-American Enterprise Fund 


John Whitehead (chairman) 


Daniel Burke, chief executive officer, Capital 
Cities/ ABC 


George Gould, 
Fields & Co. 


Robert Hormats, vice chairman, Goldman Sachs 
International 


vice chairman, Klingenstein 


Paul Marer, Indiana University 


The President transmitted to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations and the Select 
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate 
and to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and the Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence of the House of Representa- 
tives a classified report on foreign intelli- 
gence activities within the United States. 


In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush went to Camp David, MD, for the 
weekend. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 





Administration of George Bush, 1990 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released March 13 


Fact sheet: 
The President’s clean fuels program 


Released March 14 


Fact sheet: 


Potomac Electric Power Company’s Chalk 
Point Generating Station 


Released March 15 


Advance text: 


Remarks to members of the National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers 


Released March 16 
Excerpt: 


Interview by Jim Angle of National Public 
Radio 


Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved March 13 


S.J. Res. 227 / Public Law 101-251 
To designate March 11 through March 17, 
1990, as “Deaf Awareness Week” 


S.J. Res. 257 / Public Law 101-252 
To designate March 10, 1990, as “Harriet 
Tubman Day” 


Approved March 14 


S. 1016 / Public Law 101-253 

To change the name of “Marion Lake”, lo- 
cated northwest of Marion, Kansas, to 
“Marion Reservoir” 


Approved March 15 


H.R. 2742 / Public Law 101-254 
Library Services and Construction 
Amendments of 1990 


Act 


H.R. 4010 / Public Law 101-255 

To provide the Secretary of Agriculture au- 
thority regarding the sale of sterile screw- 
worms 
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ABC Television—270 

AIDS. See Health and medical care 

Abortion—79, 94, 141 
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(GATT). See Commerce, international 
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Budget—22 
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Military base closings—194, 236, 288 
Military reductions—150, 151, 185, 215, 239 
National Training Center—184 
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